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Presidents Letter 

I hope all of the JRDA members have had a fun July.  I 

know that some of you went to several shows nearby 

including Morven on the 4th of July.  I have not heard 

the results but I do know it was HOT.  My computer has 

been behaving badly so I have been out of touch most 

of the time.  The club auction was a success as usual 

with lots of stuff and good food.  I am just starting to 

drive again after recovering from a broken finger and 

the horses protested that they thought they were 

retired.  

We have a wonderful meeting scheduled at the home of 

Debbie Downs on August 29.  We’re looking for a good 

turnout for this farm tour. 

The Cones Rally is on October 10.  It will be a lot of fun 

with the course designed by Jeff Legg.  It will be held 

here at our farm in Goochland and we are looking for a 

few volunteers to help out.  Please call or e-mail Dot if 

you can help.  804-556-4486 or 

carriagegrovefarm@comcast.net  

I am asking anyone that wants to go on the scheduled 

drive on September 12 to let me know soon since it will 

not be an insurance covered event unless we get 5 or 

more participants.  

Sincerely, 

Dot 

 

 
 

James River Driving Association 

2545 Dogtown Road 

Goochland, VA 23063 
www.jamesriverdrivingassociation.com 

 

President: Dot Ruqus 

804-556-4486 

 

Vice President: Daphne Lasser 

804-798-8787 

 

Secretary: Karol Fair 

540-785-9552 

 

Treasurer: Candy Thomas 

804-458-1356 

 

Webmaster: Paula Hennessey 

757-426-1356 

 

Newsletter Editor: Cristi Anderson 

804-386-9328 

 

The Scoop is a monthly publication of 

the James River Driving Association. 

Please submit items of interest to the 

editor by the 17th of each month for 

publication in the following issue. All 

ads will be posted to the newsletter 

for three months and then removed. 

Ads are free for members and $5 for 

nonmembers.  If you would like for 

your ad to remain in the newsletter 

longer, please contact the newsletter 

editor, Cristi Anderson by phone at 

804-386-9328 or by e-mail at: 

newslettereditor@jamesriverdriving

association.com 

mailto:carriagegrovefarm@comcast.net
http://www.jamesriverdrivingassociation.com/
mailto:newslettereditor@jamesriverdrivingassociation.com
mailto:newslettereditor@jamesriverdrivingassociation.com
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Minutes of the 7/25/2015 JRDA Meeting at the home of Tom and Daphne Lasser 

A motion was made, seconded and passed by voice vote to accept the Secretary’s Report as printed in 

the newsletter.  A motion was made, seconded and passed by voice vote to accept the Treasurer’s 

Report as printed in the newsletter. 

Old Business:  May 21, 2016 Arena Driving Trial: Daphne Lasser reported that Cheryl Childress will be 

the secretary for the event. The committee will be using Google Documents as a means of sharing 

written information for the event. The committee would also welcome any members who wish to join 

the committee and help organize the event. Volunteers will also be needed to help with setup ahead of 

the event with various tasks on the day of the event. The committee is meeting with the Morven Arena 

Driving Trial Committee on August 8th, in hopes of sharing information, and also possibly coordinating a 

March-April-May series of ADTs with Morven and the Belle Gray events. Our event will have Shelly 

Temple as the Judge. She will also hold a clinic on Sunday following the competition. Stabling and 

camping at the Meadow Event Park will be available; cost is not yet finalized. 

Winter Seminar: Our organizer, Paula Hennessey, reported that Andy Marcoux is a potential presenter 

and he is also available to hold a clinic (format of clinic yet to be determined) on the next day. Several 

other presenters for Saturday are still needed. Possible locations with indoor rings were mentioned, 

including Sayre Graves’ and Priscilla’s indoor arenas. 

August 29th Meeting: this will be held at the home of Debby Downs, in New Kent County. Please RSVP to 

her if you will be attending. 

Information and Directions for the August 29 JRDA meeting, 3:00 P.M. 

This will be a tour of the old mill, the new barn and home of Debbie and Willie Downs.  It will be potluck.  There will be a 

program on turnout.  Please bring your special hat, aprons, whip or other unique items used on the carriage.  The barn is 

an outstanding example of post and beam construction with stalls, carriage room, etc. and it is set up for social 

entertaining with air conditioning and heat.  The mill is over 150 years old and has been carefully restored by Debbie 

and Willie.   There will be a tour of the site with the history and description of restoration provided by Debbie.  Please 

RSVP to Debbie 804-932-3062 or 338-4391 or Dot at 804-556-4486. 

Directions from Richmond:  take 64 east to Bottoms Bridge exit.  Go left on 249, go about 5 miles and turn left on 645, 

Crumps Mill Road.  Go 7/10 mile and see end of state maintenance sign.  Turn right in long driveway.  Black mailbox 

9065 Crump Mill Road, Quinton, VA 23114 

From Williamsburg:  64 west to Talleysville exit.  Go right on 155 and go about 1 ½ mile.  Go around roundabout to a left 

on 249.  Go 1 ½ mile.  Go right on 645, Crumps Mill Road.  Go 7/10 mile and see end of state maintenance sign.  Go right 

on long driveway.  See black mailbox 9065 Crumps Mill Road, Quinton, VA 23114 
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JRDA Cones Rally October 10th: Jeff Legg 

reported that there will be ONE course route, 

but THREE different types of competition, such 

as conventional time/fault, progressive 

(narrowing cone spacing), and fault & out. 

Navigator/groom WILL be permitted to talk to 

the driver. The event will be held at the Ruqus’ 

farm. Entry cost is $30; course maps and rules 

will be available online sometime in August. 

New Business:  Daphne Lasser presented 

Certificates of Recognition and gifts to three 

members as a thank you for their work on 

behalf of the JRDA: To Paula Hennessey, for her 

work as the club Webmaster and Winter 

Seminar Organizer, to Cristi Anderson, for her 

work producing the newsletter, and to Amy 

Jacobsen, for her years of participating as both 

a volunteer and a driver. Thanks were also 

expressed to the many other people who have 

volunteered to help with club activities. 

     As there was no further business, a motion 

was made, seconded, and passed by voice vote 

to adjourn and begin the auction. 

Recorded by Cheryl Childress, as the Secretary 

was absent 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank You Cheryl! 
Cheryl Childress has agreed to take on the BIG job 

of secretary for the James River Classic ADT to be 

held May 21, 2016 at the Meadow Event Park in 

Doswell, VA. Thanks to Cheryl for supporting the 

club's commitment to offering driving education 

and opportunities to driving enthusiasts. There are 

other volunteer opportunities to become involved 

in this event; please contact Dot Ruqus at 804-556-

4486 or Sayre Graves at 434-842-3747 if you are 

interested. 

Thank You Nancy! 
Nancy Maddox has volunteered to be the stable manager 

for the 2016 James River Driving Classic ADT! Thanks to 

Nancy for volunteering! If you want to be part of this 

event, there are more opportunities to get involved. 

Please contact Dot Ruqus or Sayre Graves. 
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Club Auction, Potluck and 
Meeting Recap 
 

The JRDA annual auction potluck and meeting held at Tom 
and Daphne Lassers was terrific fun with great weather, 
delicious food and great deals on items auctioned 
off.  Approximately 26 folks attended the event.  A mix of 
old members, new members, volunteers and a couple of 
dogs enjoyed sitting under the tent, catching up and even 
soaking up the sun in the pool.  Thanks to Auctioneer Lou 
Ruqus and his assistant Tom Lasser for the quick work of 
getting through all the good deals on items auctioned.   3 
rare Blue Spoon Daylily plants were auctioned off – if you 
are interested in finding out more about those contact club 
member Sandra Church!   Jeff Legg was even seen bidding 
from the pool on a few auction items!  The club managed 
to make just under $200 from the event.  Thanks goes to 
Cheryl Childress our auction accountant and our 
auctioneer/chefs Tom and Lou as they cooked the chicken 
and smoked the pork. 
  
Individuals present during the meeting introduced 
themselves and gave a little information on their driving 
experience and horses.  Volunteers, new members and 
almost new members got to experience the club 
firsthand.   At the conclusion of the meeting, the club 
recognized 3 key individuals that have gone above and 
beyond over the years to support the club.  Amy Jacobsen, 
for her club dedication and commitment as she has rarely 
missed a meeting or event and is always the first one to 
volunteer to help out with setups or tending the club 
store.   Paula Hennessey, for her dedication to keeping the 
website running and also for spearheading the Winter 
Seminar programs for the past 2 years – a tough job 
coordinating speakers, wrangling a date and getting it all 
together.  And last but not least, Cristi Anderson – the glue 
that keeps us informed monthly with the excellent job she 
does with creating our Monthly Newsletter.  Lucky for us, if 
the Officer’s don’t send her anything to publish – she just 
finds good stuff to fill in! 
 
Hats off to all these ladies for your hard work and 
dedication.   
Thank You!  
Daphne Lasser 
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Please Note! 

The JRDA website has a new login and password for the "Members Only" section of 

the website. Each member was sent an email with the new information. If you did 

not receive it, please email Lynn Legg at lmlegg@vcu.edu and she will send it to 

you privately. 

 

 
Book Review  

Submitted by Lynn Legg 
 

Driving Do’s and Don’t’s 
Sallie Walrond 
The Kenilworth Press Limited, 1996 
ISBN 187208284x 
 
This is one of those handy little "Threshold" picture books. I bought it 
because it shows common mistakes made in, among other things, fitting the 
harness and in hitching. I found that when I was first starting driving, if I 
didn't have my instructor around and I was unsure about certain items of 
hitching I could refer to this quick little picture book, and I like it for that. 
Purchase this book on Amazon.com for $12. 

 
 
 

mailto:lmlegg@vcu.edu
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Five Reasons to Analyze Horse Forage and Pasture 

By Kentucky Equine Research Staff   
 May 6, 2015 
 
That hay you just paid a small fortune for smells sweet, seems to have an ideal stem to leaf ratio, a 
minimum number of weeds, no obvious blister beetles, and doesn’t seem dusty or moldy. What else do 
you need to know? 
 
Hay analysis is widely available, relatively inexpensive, and is currently the most scientifically valid 
method of ensuring a balanced diet is being offered to your horse. 
According to equine nutritionists and laminitis researchers*, there is a lot more we can learn about the 
forages we feed our horses to optimize health, prevent disease, and promote self-healing.   
 
“Hay analysis does a lot more than just identify the percent of water-soluble carbohydrates in a 
particular batch of hay bales,” concurs Kathleen Crandell, Ph.D., nutritionist at Kentucky Equine 
Research. 
 
Considering these compelling reasons to have your hay and pasture analyzed: 
 

1. Testing will tell you if your horse will receive adequate levels of energy (calories). 
 

2.  Analysis can measure individual nutrients and help determine if there are any dietary 
deficiencies that need to be addressed. Trace minerals such as copper and zinc are known to be 
deficient in forages harvested from various regions throughout the United States, including the 
Pacific Northwest. “Not only are adequate levels of trace minerals important but also the ratio 
of those minerals,” advises Crandell. 
 

3. Protein levels can also be determined to ensure there is not too much (which can be detrimental 
to the performance of the athletic horse) or too little (resulting in poor growth in young animals, 
poor hoof and coats, loss of muscle, etc.). 
 

4. The digestibility and palatability of the hay can be assessed. 
 

5. And of course, the sugar and starch content, which is important for horses with insulin 
resistance, equine metabolic syndrome, or those that are overweight. 

 
Hay analysis is widely available, relatively inexpensive, and is currently the most scientifically valid 
method of ensuring a balanced diet is being offered to your horse. Contact a certified equine nutritionist 
or your local equine extension specialist for assistance and information on sampling techniques. 

*Smithey, J., and K. Gustafson. 2013. Nutrition complexities and mineral profiles of hay. In: Proceedings 
of the 2013 NO Laminitis! Conference. 
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Classified Ads 

 
DRIVING/RIDING TRAINING: Located in Manakin-
Sabot, VA Breaking horses to drive and ride with 
an emphasis on groundwork, dressage, and 
manners.  I also take broke horses in for 
conditioning, working through problems, or 
evaluations.  
 
Lessons available with my own horses or yours; I 
have shown successfully through the intermediate 
level at combined driving events.  I have worked 
with minis to draft horses, and everything in 
between!  I have experience driving single, pair, 
four, six, and tandem. Please contact Mary Clark 
Lind at 804.305.2911, or email: lind@vt.edu 

 

 

For Sale: Two Pairs of Size 3 Cavallo Simple Horse 

Boots. Brand new. They retail for $150.00 a pair. 

Asking $100 per pair. Or if you buy both sets I will 

take $175.  Contact Cristi Anderson at 

mini.reef@hotmail.com 

 

Wanted: I'm looking to purchase a vintage wooden 

work wagon. The kind that was once used to carry 

hay. Do you have any for sale? Here's an example 

image of what we are looking for 

:http://www.wheelsthatwonthewest.com/Media/Vi

ntage_Deere/deere017.jpg 

 

Contact John at john.mcclaire@martinagency.com or 

call 717-668-2484 

mailto:lind@vt.edu
mailto:mini.reef@hotmail.com
http://www.wheelsthatwonthewest.com/Media/Vintage_Deere/deere017.jpg
http://www.wheelsthatwonthewest.com/Media/Vintage_Deere/deere017.jpg
mailto:john.mcclaire@martinagency.com
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Hoof Abscesses in Horses 
By Christy M. West | Jul 14, 2015 
 
This common problem can cause sudden, severe lameness, 
but it often can be resolved quickly with the proper treatment 
approach. 
 
Yesterday your horse was perfectly sound, but today he won't 
touch one foot to the ground. There's no apparent injury or sign of 
a problem in his leg or hoof other than the sudden, severe 
lameness. What could have happened? 
 
One strong possibility for the cause of this scenario is a hoof abscess--a localized accumulation of pus 
within the horse's hoof. The good news is that abscesses can often be resolved quickly and easily with 
proper veterinary care and leave no lasting damage. Even better, they can usually be prevented by 
practicing good routine hoof care and management. 
 
As an owner, how do you prevent abscesses and what do you do if your horse gets one? First let's 
discuss what they are and what causes them. 

Hoof Zits 
The simplest comparison we can make to define a hoof abscess is that it's like a whitehead pimple. That 
little bubble of pus under the skin can be slightly sore or it can be incredibly painful. You might feel 
soreness in that location well before the pimple shows its ugly head, or it might show up overnight in all 
its glory. And the fastest way to get rid of it is simply to pop it and let it drain; the pain relief is 
immediate because the pressure has been relieved. 
 
This is the same way a hoof abscess causes pain in a horse; it usually starts with a localized, walled-off 
infection, which the body fights with white blood cells and inflammatory mediators. The buildup of 
infection, inflammation, and white blood cells expands, causing increasing pressure, particularly because 
the rigid hoof wall can't expand to relieve pressure. When lameness appears and how severe the 
lameness becomes will vary. Some horses might never get lame before the abscess ruptures on its own, 
or lameness might be transient and go unnoticed, especially if the horse is at pasture and not monitored 
often. 
What Causes Abscesses? 
Most abscesses begin with bacteria entering interior hoof structures, usually via the sole-wall junction 
(just inside the hoof wall). Anything that weakens hoof wall/sole integrity can make it easier for bacteria 
to invade, and internal hoof injuries (such as bruising) can also result in abscesses. Following is a list of 
common causes: 
Environmental conditions cycling between wet and dry In very dry conditions the hoof dries out and 
can shrink slightly like a dried-out sponge. This can result in tiny hoof cracks and fissures in the sole-wall 
junction that can then soften and fill with muck when the weather turns wet, allowing opportunistic 
bacteria to invade the hoof and cause an abscess. 

Penetrating wounds can occur as a result of a horse stepping on a sharp object such as a nail, rock, or 
broken glass. "These may cause a perforation of the sole that packs up or seals over, and an abscess 
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results two to four days later as a result of contamination," says Bruce Lyle, DVM, of the Aubrey Equine 
Clinic in Aubrey, Texas. 
"Close" nails in a recently shod foot Raul Bras, DVM, of Rood & Riddle Equine Hospital in Lexington, 
Kentucky, explains that a horseshoe nail placed too close to or into the foot's sensitive inner structures 
can introduce bacteria that cause an abscess. Even if the nail is removed right away and didn't introduce 
bacteria, it created a pathway into the hoof that can let in bacteria and result in an abscess later. Bras 
recommends flushing the hole with dilute antiseptic solution, such as Betadine, and wrapping the foot 
for three to five days (depending on the horse's turnout situation) to decrease the chances of infection. 
Ground conditions/bruising Muddy or rocky ground can soften feet and/or cause bruises. "Some 
nonpenetrated bruises may abscess if bacteria are introduced through a small external insult or from 
circulating bacteria in the bloodstream, because the area of hemorrhage provides a great medium for 
bacterial reproduction," Lyle says. 
Hot-fitting a shoe on a very thin sole Lyle says if the sole is very thin and a hot shoe is seated on it, 
thermal injury to the underlying sensitive tissues can sometimes cause a sterile abscess (not caused by 
infection). Applying exothermic (heat-producing) hoof repair materials over raw or partly healed areas 
can do the same thing. 
Poor hoof balance/conformation For example, hoof wall flares can put additional bending stress on the 
sole-wall junction and cause cracks that can become contaminated. Also, Lyle says leaving the bars of 
the foot too long (or leaving any part of the foot longer so it gets more of a beating) can result in 
localized bruising and abscesses. 
Management factors Dirty stalls tend to be wet and contain lots of bacteria that can invade the foot. 
"Wet conditions are the usual culprit in our area, especially when preceded by dry conditions," says Lyle. 
Bras notes that hoof wall/capsule defects can also make it easier for bacteria to invade, as can digital 
instability (such as that resulting from severe laminitis) or systemic infections. With the latter, bacteria 
in the bloodstream get into foot tissues and "set up shop," causing an abscess from within. 
Detecting Abscesses 
"Clinical signs depend on the severity of the infection; therefore, lameness could vary from mild, 
minimal lameness progressing to moderate, severe lameness," says Bras. "Other clinical signs might 
include swelling, heat, draining tracts (pus, often gray or black in color, from the sole/coronary band), 
increased digital pulse, and evidence of hoof injuries (that can introduce bacteria into inner hoof 
structures, leading to abscesses)." 
 
In severe cases deep within the hoof, the abscess pocket or its effects, such as deteriorating bone, are 
visible on a radiograph. 
 
"A hoof tester exam applying focal force is often vital to localizing an abscess within the confines of the 
foot," says Lyle. "As the pressure increases, so does the pain." 
 
Also, when trimming the foot one might see a black spot on the sole or sole-wall junction where a crack 
or puncture is contaminated with muck. This stands out in contrast to the rest of the clean, trimmed 
sole. This contaminated tract might lead to an abscess (not all contaminated cracks will cause 
abscesses). Bras notes that most abscesses can be found this way. 
 
Abscess Treatment 
Similar to treating pimples, the basic abscess treatment strategy is to open it and let it drain. Some will 
even pop on their own, often after traveling up the hoof to the coronary band or heel bulbs where the 
wall is thinner and easier to break through. 
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When possible, a veterinarian drains an abscess through the sole for two reasons: One, the crack or 
puncture that can lead to an abscess generally is in the sole, and it can be followed to the abscess. Two, 
this puts a hole beneath the abscess so gravity can help pull out the pus. Cleanliness is essential during 
and after the procedure. 
 
"Treatment requires cleaning the foot, locating the entry wound (if there is one), establishing drainage, 
softening the hoof capsule via foot soaks and poultices to encourage rupture/drainage, and keeping the 
foot wrapped and protected from further debris entering and causing further infection," says Bras. 
"Anti-inflammatory medication and antibiotics may also be given if needed. After drainage is obtained, 
progressive improvement should be expected on a daily basis." If drainage and lameness continue, 
perform other diagnostic procedures to determine the true cause. 

Abscesses that have gone undetected can undermine a large portion of the sole, which might need to be 
pared away. In such cases the foot might require longer-term protection such as a pad or a plate. 
 
Some veterinarians avoid foot soaks to prevent oversoftening the foot. Bras soaks feet only when 
abscesses appear ready to rupture (based on X rays of the abscess at the coronary band or a localized 
bulge). After rupture, he might soak a foot in an antiseptic solution, such as chlorine dioxide. 
 
"Prognosis depends on the severity of the infection and the tissues involved in the foot," he comments. 
"Superficial infections have a good prognosis, but deep infections (involving the coffin or navicular bone, 
coffin joint, navicular bursa, tendon sheath, or collateral cartilages) carry a more guarded prognosis 
(they're more involved than the typical, garden-variety abscess)." 

Preventing Abscesses 
"Good hoof care that leaves adequate sole for protection and develops a snug and uniform sole-wall 
junction is the best line of prevention," says Lyle. 

Good hoof care includes frequent hoof cleaning to remove rocks/mud and routine farrier care to keep 
the feet balanced and address any problems. 

"If a horse has thin soles or is prone to bruising ... protect them with shoes, etc.," says Bras. "Keep the 
feet trimmed so they don't get wall separations that can lead to white line disease and abscesses. Be 
proactive; don't wait for things to happen." 

Take-Home Message 
Lyle explains,"The most important thing to know about abscesses is to get your lame horse looked at as 
early in the process as possible by a veterinarian who's interested in horses. Abscesses generally are 
straightforward and shouldn't require extravagant and expensive imaging to diagnose or treat, although 
exceptions do exist." 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Christy M. West 
Christy West has a BS in Equine Science from the University of Kentucky, and an MS in Agricultural 
Journalism from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. 
Article from The Horse. For more information go to: http://www.thehorse.com/articles/26808/hoof-
abscesses-in-horses?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=health-news&utm_campaign=07-14-2015  

http://www.thehorse.com/authors/2/christy-m-west
http://www.thehorse.com/articles/26808/hoof-abscesses-in-horses?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=health-news&utm_campaign=07-14-2015
http://www.thehorse.com/articles/26808/hoof-abscesses-in-horses?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=health-news&utm_campaign=07-14-2015
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Calendar of Events 

 

 

29 Aug 
Show Committee and JRDA Club Meeting:  at the home of Debby Downs, in New Kent 
County. Please RSVP to her if you will be attending. 

JRDA 

Sponsored 

11-13 Sept 

Glen Willow CDE: Featuring Training through Advanced. Entries close Aug 20
th

. For more 

information go to: http://www.glenwillowcde.com/glenwillowcde/Home.html or contact Hannah 

Polson at polshanb@gmail.com  

 

11-13 Sept  

Villa Louis Carriage Classic – Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin, ADS Pleasure Driving Competition- held 

on the lawn of the Villa Louis Historic Site. Contact Mike Rider – info@carriageclassic.com or go to 

www.carriageclassic.com or call 608-326-4436 

 

12 Sept JRDA Drive at Pocahontas State Park and JRDA Club Meeting. 10 AM 
JRDA 

Sponsored 

20 Sept 

Sunday, MLMDC PLEASURE DRIVING SHOW, 33rd  ANNIVERSARY,  Spring Valley Park, 

Winterstown, PA, Contact organizer Anne Councill, acbirchhollow442@gmail.com , 717-993-8956 

or secretary Pam Schneider, 717-776-9748. 

 

10 Oct 
JRDA Cones Rally Show – Ruqus Farm 10 AM. Entry Cost is $30.00. Course, map and rules will be 

available in Aug.  

JRDA 

Sponsored 

5-8 Nov 

Katydid Combined Driving Event - Location: Katydid Farm, 359 State Park Rd, Windsor, SC 

29856. This is a 3-phase carriage driving competition, featuring dressage (Thu. /Fri.), 

cross-country (Sat.), and cones (Sun.). The show includes both horses and ponies, driven 

as singles and pairs, at the Training, Preliminary, and Intermediate levels. Competitors  

will include some of the top carriage drivers in the U.S. Spectators are welcome free of 

charge. Tailgating spots are available on Saturday. This event benefits the Aiken Land 

Conservancy. For more information, contact: Peggy Dils at dilsailken@aol.com or call 

(803) 295-6785. www.katydidcde.com 

 

7 Nov 
JRDA Officer Elections Meeting 

JRDA 
Sponsored 

22 Nov JRDA Sabine Hall Drive 10 AM 
JRDA 

Sponsored 

12 Dec JRDA Christmas Party – 6 PM 
JRDA 

Sponsored 

13 Dec Church Hill Drive, Chimborazo Park, Richmond, VA 1 PM 
JRDA 

Sponsored 

TBD JRDA Winter Seminar 
JRDA 

Sponsored 

27-31 Jan 

2016 
2016 CAA/CWF Carriage Symposium- Colonial Williamsburg, VA  

21 May 2016 JRDA ADT 
JRDA 

Sponsored 

http://www.glenwillowcde.com/glenwillowcde/Home.html
mailto:polshanb@gmail.com
mailto:info@carriageclassic.com
http://www.carriageclassic.com/
mailto:acbirchhollow442@gmail.com
mailto:dilsailken@aol.com
http://www.katydidcde.com/
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NORTHERN VIRGINIA PARKS WITH DRIVING  

TRAILS List compiled by Vicki Baturay, Secretary of Piedmont Driving Club of Northern Virginia 07-13-15 

 BLANDY FARM 

 400 Blandy Farm Lane 

 Boyce, VA 22620 

 540-837-1758 

 

 Must have in your vehicle a current negative Coggins for each of your equines. $5.00 donation per 

equine, place in box at the Kiosk Sign located in the paddock. Water is available via two water hydrants 

with hoses. Porta-Potty available courtesy of Anne Watkins, President of Piedmont Driving Club. A very 

nice pavilion has two large picnic benches.  

Venue Description: Approximately 7 1/2 miles, the Bridle Trail traverses farm fields, gravel roads, 

mature wood lots and skirts a small wetland area. This is an outdoor museum; please respect the flora 

and fauna by driving only on the Bridle Trails or Roads.  

Directions: From Route 50; Turn onto Red Gate Road (Rte. 624), Right onto Nelson Road (Rte. 626), 

Right onto Berry’s Farm Road (Rte. 628), Right at the sign Blandy Experimental Farm, drive to Paddock 

parking on Right.  

PLEASE DO NOT USE THE ARBORETUM’S MAIN ENTRANCE. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

LOST MOUNTAIN AREA @ SKY MEADOWS 

 GPS Directions: 11012 EDMONDS LANE  

DELAPLANE, VA 20144 

 

 Entrance is located on the Right 1 mile North off of Route 17 North from this address Be sure to bring 

cash or check. Stop at the Kiosk Sign on the Right, Pick up Parking Pass, follow instructions on Bulletin 

Board and Envelope, and pay accordingly. 

 * Rangers check all vehicles for Parking Passes and will ticket if not visible *  

Must have in your vehicle a current negative Coggins for each of your equines. There is no shelter or 

seating near parking lot, but the two huge Maple trees, providing heavy shade in the middle of the 

circle, welcomes to have a picnic. There are two porta-potties and water available via water hydrant. 

 

Venue Description: The driving will be on rolling grassy meadow trails with some hills and two slightly 

rocky low water crossings. The side of the park has 7 miles of riding and driving trails, but not all are 

drivable, so the total number of driving trails guess-timate is around 5 miles.  

Directions: From Route 66 East, take Exit 23/Route 17 North towards Delaplane, drive about 6 miles, 

look for Small Sign on Right, Lost Mountain Area at Sky Meadows. After paying fee, drive to parking 

area. If lot full, parking is allowed on the grassy area by open field’s fence. From Route 50; turn onto 

Route 17 South, drive about 1 mile+, look for Small Sign on Left, Lost Mountain Area at Sky Meadows. 

After paying fee, drive to parking area. If lot is full, parking is allowed on the grassy area by open field’s 

fence.  
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TEMPLE HALL FARM 

15789 TEMPLE HALL LANE 

 LEESBURG, VA 20176 

 703-777-6732 

 

 Must have in your vehicle a current negative Coggins for each of your equines. Please sign in the Binder 

located in the Big Black Mailbox at the Kiosk Sign opposite the parking field. Be sure to mention you are 

carriage driving.  

Venue Description: There is NO Shelter, Seating or Water available at Temple Hall Farm. Rest Room 

available in long red building to the Left of Sign Post. If you would like to extend your drive a couple of 

miles and get some wonderful wine, Winery 32 is the place to visit. They are so very welcoming, warm, 

and friendly to carriages coming to their place. Suggest you call ahead to alert them you are coming. 

Directions: At end of the driveway you came in, turn Left onto Limestone School Road, in about 2 miles 

look for Winery 32 on Right http://www.winery32.com/ The winery right next door to THF is NOT horse 

friendly, we stopped going there. Venue Description: THF’s 6 mile fairly flat grass carriage friendly trails 

will have jumps, farm equipment and maybe some farm animals for the equines to scrutinize and three 

small stream crossings.  

Directions: From Warrenton & West: Route 15 North to Leesburg, bear Right onto Route 15 By-Pass, 

drive 6.6 miles, Right onto Limestone School Road, drive 1 mile to Temple Hall Farm entrance on Left. 

Look for Trailer Parking sign on the Left across from the Sign-In Box on the Right. From Winchester & 

West: Route 7 East to Leesburg, merge onto Route 15 North ByPass, drive 6.6 miles, Right onto 

Limestone School Road, drive 1 mile to Temple Hall Farm entrance on Left. Look for Trailer Parking sign 

on the Left across for the Sign In Box on the Right.  
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