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President’s Letter 

This will be brief as I have a pie in the oven that is coming 
out soon!  Ha Ha! those who know me know I am just kidding 

- Tom is the cook at my house!  But definitely things are 
hopping around Spring Hill House with Thanksgiving 

preparations, family coming and a new marathon carriage in 
the barn.   Well not new by any means but new to me and my 

pony Spec.  An older model Pacific Dartmoor purchased 

recently from Mary Clark Lind, it is going to be a labor of love to refurbish 
the wood and make it work for dressage, cones and marathon; it even has a 

dickey seat that will barely hold 1/2 a person so if you know of one you must 
let me know so I can recruit them for groom! 

   
After purchasing quick release shackles and quick release tugs to work with 

the harness, we ventured to put Spec to the carriage.   All went well even 
though I was a bit apprehensive. The only annoying issue was the click clack 

of the shackles as they rotated back and forth against the stationary part of 
the carriage.  Any suggestions are welcome on silencing the racket!   I think 

I will take a before and after picture of the carriage to show its progress as 
we tackle the work - I will share in the future! 

 
I'm looking forward to a new year at JRDA as President - thanks for your 

continued support in that role! 

 
Please feel free to reach out to me if you have any suggestions, ideas or 

concerns you would like to see the club address in the coming year.   
See you all at the Christmas Party!  Tom is already thinking about what he's 

going to cook! 
 

Daphne 
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James River Driving Association General Meeting Minutes 
November 11, 2016 

6:30 pm 

Meeting was called to order by President Daphne Wood-Lasser. Minutes 

from the previous meeting were approved. Treasurer’s report was approved 

as published in the last newsletter.  

OLD BUSINESS 

SABINE HALL DRIVE was cancelled; unable to contact landowner. The 

suggestion as made to plan a drive at Green Springs after the New Year holiday. 

JRDA CHRISTMAS PARTY will be held December 17th at the home of Dave & Cheryl Childress, time to be 

announced at a later date. Festivities include our annual vote and prizes for the best entrée and best 

dessert and our Chinese Gift Exchange (gift value not to exceed $15).  

CHIRCH HILL DRIVE is scheduled for December 11th; meet in Chimborazo Park in Richmond and drive 

from 1 pm until you are frozen! Contact is Dot Ruqus 804-556-4486 for more information. 

OFFICER ELECTIONS 

The panel of nominees for officers were presented and voted on. Officers for 2017: 

President:  Daphne Wood-Lasser 

Vice President:  Shirley Cauley 

Secretary:  Lynn Legg 

Treasurer:  Candy Thomas 

 

CALENDAR PHOTOS CHOSEN: Photos were presented for 

the calendar project being headed up by Sarah Vogeley. 

Members present voted on their favorites and the votes 

tallied. Sarah will put together the calendar (a wall-

hanging style was chosen) and obtain a price range. 

From members present it was estimated that at least 50 

calendars would be sold.  

PA SYSTEM: Lou Ruqus reported that the club’s current 

sound system needs to have the on/off switch replaced 

at an estimate of $50. Members voted to allow repairs 

up to $100 before considering the purchase of a new 

system.  
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NEW BUSINESS 

Guest Linda Loving reported on the funding drive to raise 

$375,000 TO PUT TOWARDS BUILDING A NEW BARN FOR 

THE Richmond City Police horses. The horses currently live in 

a concrete block barn with gravel paddocks underneath the 

Belvidere Bridge in Richmond. Linda discussed the historical 

presence of the Richmond Police horses, their positive effect 

on the police force’s interactions with citizens, and the ability 

of the horse to go places that police cruisers cannot.  

Linda proposed that JRDA members join the Mounted Police 

force for a fund raising event that will be put out to the 

media, hopefully to bring attention to the fund drive and to 

the driving club, which she noted had very few spectators at 

least year’s Church Hill Drive. 

WEG 2018 will be held in Tryon, NC for anyone interested in 

going. Lodging is already booking. 

Respectfully submitted by Lynn Legg 

 

  

Annual JRDA Church Hill Drive 

Dec 11th @ 1 PM 

 

Chimborazo Park, Richmond, 

VA 

 

Please RSVP with Dot Ruqus  

804-556-4486 

Or 

dotruq@outlook.com  

The Horse Radio Network is the leading online 

radio (podcast) network for horse lovers 

worldwide. With 10 equine podcasts to choose 

from you are sure to find something you will 

love!. Listen on our HRN Phone App, it’s free and 

easy to use! 

Get more information on the Horse Radio 

Network website at 

http://www.horseradionetwork.com/ 

 

mailto:dotruq@outlook.com
http://www.horseradionetwork.com/
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Fund Raiser for the Richmond Mounted Police – Build a Barn 
 
Linda Loving, a board member with the Richmond Mounted Police attended our last meeting at 
the Rescue Squad and spoke about plans for the Richmond Mounted Squad to build a new 
barn.  They are looking for opportunities to get the word out and to help raise funds for the 
effort - they need to raise $300,000 dollars to make it happen.  Originally, she thought that the 
RMP would be able to join us for the Churchill Drive; however, they will not be able to this year. 
 Instead, they would like to help draw attendance and spectators to the event by publishing 
pictures from former Churchill drives by club members and have a table set up for folks (both 
drivers and spectators) to receive information on the fund raising effort.  So, if you have 
pictures for prior Churchill Drives, please send them to Linda Loving.  Her email address is 
lindaloving48@gmail.com  
 

 

The FEI World Equestrian Games™, held every four years in the middle of the Olympic cycle, is one 

of the biggest events on the global sporting calendar, combining eight World Championships at one 

event. The FEI disciplines - Jumping, Dressage and Para-Equestrian Dressage, Eventing, Driving, 

Endurance, Vaulting and Reining - are all included on the competition schedule. 

The FEI World Equestrian Games™ 2018 will be held at the Tryon International Equestrian Center in 

North Carolina (USA) from 10 to 23 September 2018. The FEI Bureau today unanimously agreed that the 

Games should be awarded to Tryon, meaning that the FEI’s flagship event remains in North America, 

following the withdrawal of Bromont (CAN) earlier this year. 

If you are interested in volunteering or attending the event, you can find information on these sites: 

Tryon Equestrian Center Website: 

http://tryon.coth.com/ 

 

Facebook Page: 

https://www.facebook.com/weg2018/ 

FEI Website (governing body of the WEGs): 

https://inside.fei.org/ 

 

USET website: 

http://www.uset.org/ 

mailto:lindaloving48@gmail.com
http://tryon.coth.com/
https://www.facebook.com/weg2018/
https://inside.fei.org/
http://www.uset.org/
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Member Profile of the Month – December: 
Cristi Anderson, JRDA Member and Newsletter Editor since 2011  

 
From Norfolk, VA 
Day Job: Functional Analyst at the Virginia Department of Taxation in Richmond  

What was your first driving experience? How were your introduced to it? 

My first experience driving was way back in 1991. At the time I lived in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba 
and they had a “corral” on base that housed somewhere around 75 trail riding horses. I 
practically lived at the barn if I wasn’t in school or sleeping. They had a white carriage with 
velvet green seats and a single driving horse. I often got to ride along when someone was 
celebrating their anniversary, birthday, or other special day. My job was to take care of the 
horse and polish the carriage, but I was never allowed to actually drive, but not from a lack of 
trying! 

Do you participate in, or have you participated in any other equine disciplines? 

I began riding when I was 9 years old. The man at the corral told me I could pick any horse I 
wanted to ride (I was so excited), so I pointed one out, and he said, “Well, that’s a nice horse, 
but I think you’ll be better suited to ride this one.” And he pointed to a very old appaloosa mare 
named Speckles. Then he led me down to a riding ring and turned me loose. I think I just sat 
there for the entire hour, not sure what I should do. After that initial ride, I began taking English 
riding lessons. When I wasn’t taking my lessons I was trail riding in the mountains and along the 
beaches of Cuba often leaving the barn at sun up and returning just as the sun was going down. 

Tell us about who you drive and what you drive! How long have you been driving? 

I began driving back in 2003. A friend let me try driving her mini and I was hooked. I promptly 
went out and bought my mini named Reef and trained him to drive myself, by reading books 
and asking lots of questions. He and I drove for many years and I could trust and take him 
anywhere. He foundered on some weeds in his hay and his driving career sadly ended. He is now 
a pasture ornament. After a while I began looking for a new driving horse (I figured I would 
upgrade to a full size horse) and ended up buying a 10 year old experienced Haflinger mare. I’ve 
only ever driven two wheeled vehicles and I just recently purchased a Frey Rebel Road Cart. 

Who has had the greatest influence on your involvement with driving? Do you have a driving mentor 
or someone whose expertise you particularly admire? 

I have always appreciated those that have a true passion for driving, but to be honest my 
passion has always been trail riding. I got to the point where I wasn’t healthy and couldn’t trail 
ride any longer and really got into driving because I didn’t want to give up my horses. I thought if 
I can’t ride, then I need to be involved somehow. I have relied a lot on friends and different 
members of the club to help me when I had questions. I joined the club because I went to a club 
event as a non-member/spectator and everyone I spoke to was so helpful and answered 
questions without judgment. 
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What is your favorite driving event, & why – cones, marathon, dressage, pleasure driving, other types? 

My favorite type of driving would be pleasure driving. However, I would love to give marathon a 
try. Outside of driving, I love to watch freestyle (to music) dressage and trail riding. 

What’s your favorite place to drive, & why? 

I haven’t had the opportunity to drive many places, but I really enjoyed driving at Green Springs 
and Fair Hill. Any quiet country road will do! 

What’s the funniest thing that has happened to you while driving? Or with horses, for that matter? 

I haven’t had any really funny driving incidents, but when we were out trail riding we came to a 
very large mud puddle that we had to go through on our horses. My friend’s horse stopped half-
way through the puddle and began pawing at the water. My friend was pleading with him to 
keep moving, but to no avail! Down he went to roll, we were laughing so hard we could barely 
stay on our horses. Our friend was soaked through with muddy water; behind her every once in 
awhile you could only see legs sticking up out of the water as her horse continued to roll. Saddle 
and all! 

What advice do you have for others who are considering joining this discipline? 

If you are new getting into driving, before you go out and buy a carriage or horse, find someone 
and take some lessons, get introduced to the sport, join a club and volunteer. Learn about what 
type of driving you want to participate in and see if it’s something you really enjoy. Make 
decisions slowly as you learn. Carriage driving can be expensive. You don’t want to buy a horse 
and carriage that’s meant for pleasure driving and then determine you want to compete in 
combined driving. Be honest with yourself about your skill level and match that to your first 
horse and carriage. 

What’s your happiest driving experience/ memory so far? Where would you like to drive, that you 
haven’t yet? 

I enjoy being in nature with my horses, whether that’s in a carriage or on their back. Anytime I 
can be in a quiet place and enjoy the company of my horses that’s where I want to be. I would 
love to take my horses to Acadia National Park and spend a few days on the carriage trails. 

What else is on your personal horsey bucket list? 

My husband and I want to take our horses to Shenandoah National Park to ride through the 
mountains and also to Mt. Rogers Recreational Area for some overnight camping. 
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THE JAMES RIVER DRIVING 
ASSOCIATION 

2017 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
(Membership runs from November to November) 

 
 

 
Name:      ____________________________________________ 

Address:  ____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________  

Phone: Home: (       ) _______________ Cell (    ) ________________ Work: (       ) _____________ 

Email address:  _____________________________________________  

Membership:  New ___  Renewal ___ Check the appropriate box below 

    $15.00 per family/household when receiving the monthly newsletter via internet/email 

     $25.00 per family/household;   I do not have email, please send newsletter via US Postal Mail  

Are you currently driving a horse/pony or do you have one in training?  Yes ___ No ___  

Would you like to be included on a list offering your assistance as: groom, navigator, etc.?  Yes_____ No____ 

 

Please list below the following information about the horse(s) / pony (ies) you are driving or riding at club functions. 

(This information helps in identifying pictures)  

 

Name Sex Age Breed Color 

     

     

  
List below the vehicle(s) which you own, indicate modern, restored, new or original condition:  

_______________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________  

 

Are you currently a member of the American Driving Society? Yes ___ No ___  

Are you currently a member of the Carriage Association of America? Yes ___ No ___  

May we list your address on our membership list?  Yes_____ No_____ 

 

Make checks payable to the James River Driving Association (JRDA).  

Mail to:   Lynn Legg 

  5713 Plaster Lane 

  Quinton, VA 23141 
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Classifieds 
 

FOR SALE: Plaid Driving Aprons, reversible chocolate brown. They will 

fit a small to medium size driver; Asking $25 each. Contact Daphne at 

spring_hill_house@yahoo.com   EXP 1/1 

DRIVING LESSONS:  Lessons are available for beginner through 

Intermediate for combined driving, recreational, and pleasure driving. 

Learn on my experienced driving horse or mini, or your own horse. 

Come to my farm or yours, cost is $35 per lesson (additional cost for 

travel time to your farm). We are located in Charles City, VA (20 

minutes SE of Richmond Airport).  Contact Lynn Legg at 804-229-9708 lmlegg@vcu.edu   Ad EXP 1/1 

TRAINING: Carriage training for the horse and driver. Mary Clark Lind starts horses to harness and offers 

lessons to beginners & novice drivers. She focuses on a strong foundation through groundwork and 

good manners, emphasizing safety. She also provides tune ups & conditioning for horses that already 

drive. Mary Clark has been competing in combined driving for ten years and has experience training 

singles, pairs, four-in-hands, six-up, and tandems. Contact 804.305.2911 or lind@vt.edu  Ad exp: 1/1 

 
FOR SALE: A Pit Pony Named Bobbit -book by Sally Sutherland. The story of a young man and his pit 

pony working in a coal mine  in West Virginia and a young woman who contracts polio at a summer 

camp during the polio epidemic in parts of the USA in the 1950s. After being rescued from the mine, and 

being taught to pull a cart, Bobbit becomes the catalyst to help two young people win their struggle over 

the seemingly insurmountable odds that they face. A book that anyone who loves horses can enjoy. 

Would make a nice gift for a special family member or friend. The book is 

$17.95 plus shipping which is $2.61. If interested please email Sally 

Sutherland at ssutherland.ppp@juno.com Exp 1/1 

 
For Sale: Cart Stand made by Randy Silvers, full size carriage stand. 
Asking $35 – if interested please email mini.reef@hotmail.com or call 
804-386-9328 
Ad Exp 2/1 
 
 

 

mailto:spring_hill_house@yahoo.com
mailto:lmlegg@vcu.edu
mailto:lind@vt.edu
mailto:ssutherland.ppp@juno.com
mailto:mini.reef@hotmail.com
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Event Calendar 

3 Dec 
Gilcrest Farm CT – Windsor, SC. Contact Renie Gillis at 803-646-1175 
for more information. http://aikendrivingclub.com/index.html  
 

Local & Regional 

10 Dec 

Pleasure Drive – Meadowridge – Blythewood, SC.  11 AM. Limted 
number of drivers, Please RSVP by Dec 1st. Contact Lisa Singer at 
610-960-8695 for more information. 
http://aikendrivingclub.com/index.html  
 

Local & Regional 

11 Dec 

Church Hill Drive – Chimborazo Park, 3215 E Broad St, Richmond, VA 
23223. Meet at the park to be ready to drive at 1 PM. Please RSVP 
with  Dot Ruqus 804-556-4486 or dotruq@outlook.com  for more 
information. 
 

JRDA Sponsored 

14 Dec 

Seminar – Equine Dentistry: Telltale Symptoms of Tooth Problems. 
6:30 PM. Speaker – Gene Beaulieu, DVM. Location: Clemson Coop 
Extension Office, Aiken, SC. RSVP Teri Merry 803-292-8898. For more 
information go to: http://aikendrivingclub.com/index.html  
 

Local & Regional 

17 Dec 

JRDA Christmas Party and Meeting at the home of Cheryl Childress. 
Festivities include our annual vote and prizes for the best entrée and 
best dessert and our Chinese Gift Exchange (gift value not to exceed 
$15). 
 

JRDA Sponsored 

2017 

18 Jan 

Seminar - Tips for Driving Marathon Obstacles, speaker Lisa Singer. 
Location TBD. Begins at 3:30 PM, outdoors. For more information go 
to: http://aikendrivingclub.com/index.html  
 

 

19 Jan 

Seminar - Equine First Aid (411 or 911?) and Basic Trailer 
Emergencies – Morven Park Equestrian Center Classroom. 7 PM.  
Nicole Ehrentraut of DaVinci Equine will present basic trailer 
emergencies and how to handle them.  To register, call, text or email 
us at 703-505-2320 or info@totalequinevets.com Registration is 
FREE – Light refreshments and beverages provided. 
 

Local & Regional 

15 Feb 
Seminar - Carriage Maintenance and Trailer Safety. More 
information to come. http://aikendrivingclub.com/index.html 
 

Local & Regional 

16 Feb 

Seminar - Interactive Lameness – Morven Park Equestrian Center 
Classroom. 7 PM. Learn how to ID common lameness causes, levels 
and proven methods to ease pain. Discussion about nutrition aspects 
of joint health. To register, call, text or email us at 703-505-2320 or 
info@totalequinevets.com Registration is FREE – Light refreshments 
and beverages provided. 

Local & Regional 

http://aikendrivingclub.com/index.html
http://aikendrivingclub.com/index.html
mailto:dotruq@outlook.com
http://aikendrivingclub.com/index.html
http://aikendrivingclub.com/index.html
mailto:info@totalequinevets.com
http://aikendrivingclub.com/index.html
mailto:info@totalequinevets.com
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22-26 Feb  2017 World Cup Four-in-Hand Final, Goteborg, Sweden 
National – Int’l 

4 or 5 Mar 
ADC Pleasure Show – Windsor, SC – More information to come! 
http://aikendrivingclub.com/index.html 
 

Local & Regional 

15 Mar 

Seminar - How to make your Horse a Better Equine Citizen. 6:30 
PM. Speaker Kendra DeKay. For more information go to:  
http://aikendrivingclub.com/index.html  
 

Local & Regional 

18 Mar 

Morven Park ADT – The first of three Old Dominion ADT Challenges. 
To be eligible, participants are required to show in 2 of the 3 events. 
Leesburg, VA, Contact Laura Doyle for more information: 
ldoyle@morvenpark.org or call 703-777-2890 
 

Local & Regional 

23 Mar 

Seminar - Eat This, Not That! – Morven Park Equestrian Center 
Classroom. 7 PM.  Important information on pasture management 
and toxic plant identification presented by Dr. Bridgette McIntosh 
from the Virginia Tech MARE Center and Chris Van Vlack from the 
Loudon Soil and Water Cons. District.   To register, call, text or email 
us at 703-505-2320 or info@totalequinevets.com Registration is 
FREE – Light refreshments and beverages provided.  

Local & Regional 

24-26 Mar 
Windsor Trace CDE – Check ADS website for updates. Windsor, SC 
http://aikendrivingclub.com/index.html  
 

Local & Regional 

8 Apr 

Toad Hollow Farm ADT – The second of three Old Dominion ADT 
Challenges. To be eligible, participants are required to show in 2 of 3 
events. Charlottesville, VA. Contact Ann Sutherland for more 
information: toadhollow01@aol.com or call 434-825-2023 
 

Local & Regional 

19 Apr 

Seminar – Bugs and Skin Problems: Prevention and Treatment. 6:30 
PM. Speaker: Sabrina Jacobs, DVM. For more information go to: 
http://aikendrivingclub.com/index.html  
 

Local & Regional 

20 May 

JRDA Classic ADT– The 3rd and final Old Dominion ADT Challenge at 
the Meadow Event Park.  Contact Lynn Legg at lmlegg@vcu.edu or 
804-212-6489 or Daphne Wood-Lasser at 
spring_hill_house@yahoo.com  
Additional information available at  
www.jamesriverdrivingassociation.org  or 
http://americandrivingsociety.org/  
 

JRDA Sponsored 

21 May 

Driving Clinic with Lisa Singer – Meadow Event Park. For more 
information go to www.jamesriverdrivingassociation.org 
 
 

JRDA Sponsored 

http://aikendrivingclub.com/index.html
http://aikendrivingclub.com/index.html
mailto:ldoyle@morvenpark.org
mailto:info@totalequinevets.com
http://aikendrivingclub.com/index.html
mailto:toadhollow01@aol.com
http://aikendrivingclub.com/index.html
mailto:lmlegg@vcu.edu
mailto:spring_hill_house@yahoo.com
http://www.jamesriverdrivingassociation.org/
http://americandrivingsociety.org/
http://www.jamesriverdrivingassociation.org/
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2018 

10 – 23 
Sept 

FEI World Equestrian Games – Combining 8 World Championships, 
will be held at Tryon International Equestrian Center in North 
Carolina. For more information on attending or volunteering visit 
http://tyron.coth.com or https://inside.fei.org  
 

National – Int’l 

  

http://tyron.coth.com/
https://inside.fei.org/
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James River Driving Association 
14008 Blunts Bridge Rd 
 Ashland, VA 23005-7221 
 

President: Daphne Wood-Lasser 
804-798-8787 
 
Vice President: Shirley Cauley 
434-242-0550 Weekends & 434-924-0739 
Weekdays 
 
Treasurer: Candy Thomas 
804-458-1124 
 
Secretary: Lynn Legg 
804-229-9708 
 
Newsletter Editor: Cristi Anderson 
804-386-9328 
 
Webmaster: Shirley Cauley 
434-242-0550 Weekends & 434-924-0739 Weekdays 
 
Website: http://www.jamesriverdrivingassociation.org/ 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/James-River-Driving-Association-134334716616291/ 

http://www.jamesriverdrivingassociation.org/
https://www.facebook.com/James-River-Driving-Association-134334716616291/
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http://inside.fei.org/news/tryon-u  sa-host-fei-world-equestrian-games%E2%84%A2-2018  
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