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President’s Letter 

I think, I think it just might be spring out there... and how do we know it?  We are of 
course covered in horsehair from just giving our guys a pat on the rump! 
 
I ordered a Sleek EZ shedding blade online today so I promise I will write a review 
on how well it performed!  It comes in three sizes and I am excited to see how well 
it works.  If you are at Pocahontas State Park this weekend, you are welcome to 
look. 
 
Speaking of Pocahontas - I sure hope you will come on out and join us for the first pleasure drive of the 
season.  Keeping our fingers crossed that Mother Nature doesn't send us any non-spring weather!  Please 
make sure you let Dot know so we will look out for you! 
 
ADT plans are falling into place - we are operating in survival mode with staff at Meadow Event Park doing the 
bulk of the heavy lifting for the placement of our hazards and initial cone setting. If you are interested in 
volunteering, please contact Shirley Cauley. Unless you are showing – which we sure hope you will be.   
 
By the way - Much thanks again to all those from JRDA that participated, organized and or volunteered for the 
Virginia Horse Festival two weeks ago.  It was a great success and we had crowds of people watching what we 
were doing.  We look forward to an even better demonstration next year.  
 
Well, I must hurry home to see if my EZ Shedding blade came in the mail! 
 
See you on Saturday,  
Daphne 
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Please Join Us! Fun Day of Driving at 
Pocahontas State Park  
Saturday, April 7th, 10 AM. Bring your own 

picnic lunch. 

Horses may disembark at the Bright Hope Horse Complex; 

the horse trailer parking is on Beach Road complete with a 

large parking lot, picnic tables, a restroom and two exercise 

rings (50 by 100 feet and 20 by 60 feet), this day-use facility offers equestrians easy access to the Bright 

Hope Multi-use Trail System.  

From Interstate 95 south of Richmond: Take exit 61 onto Route 10 west, then left onto Route 655 (Beach 

Road). 

Please let Dot know if you are coming, contact her at dotruq@outlook.com 

 

mailto:dotruq@outlook.com
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Volunteers Needed! 
 

Committee members needed for the Cones Rally 
in October! Contact Shirley Cauley if you are 
interested in participating. Call 434-424-0550 

jamesriverdrivingassociation@gmail.com 

  
 

 

 
Are you interested in taking photos for the club? 
Volunteers needed to attend club events to take 
high quality/high resolution photos for our club 

calendar for 2018! Contact Cristi Anderson for more 
information 804-386-9328  mini.reef@hotmail.com  

 
Volunteers needed for the James River Classic ADT 
on May 19th. Many different positions available. 
Score Runners and at-large volunteers needed! 
Get involved on this fun event! Contact Shirley 

Cauley if you are interested in participating. Call 
434-242-0550  

jamesriverdrivingassociation@gmail.com 
 

  

mailto:jamesriverdrivingassociation@gmail.com
mailto:mini.reef@hotmail.com
mailto:jamesriverdrivingassociation@gmail.com
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Pictures from the Virginia Horse Festival 

 

 

  
Thank you to all the 

volunteers who 

helped make this 

event successful! 
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Tips for the Hard to Clip Horse 
By: Kendra Dekay 

This article was published in The Aiken Horse magazine in 

2011.  

Trimming or body clipping with electric clippers is easy to 

take for granted if your horse is not afraid of clippers. But 

owners of tough to clip horses know that a fearful horse 

can be frustrating and even dangerous. Slowly introducing 

your horse to clippers in several short sessions BEFORE you 

clip him will save you and your horse many hours of stress 

over the rest of his lifetime. And it will set up a trusting 

dynamic between you and your horse. 

A quick note: Can you twitch or sedate a horse for clipping? Certainly many people do. This article addresses teaching a 

horse to clip without restraint or tranquilization. 

#1 Start with the right attitude: Understand the horse’s Umwelt 

Umwelt is a wonderful German word which most closely means “point of view” or “frame of reference.” Whenever we 

handle horses, it is important to remember that the equineumwelt is very difference from a human perspective. As a 

prey animal, horses are much more sensitive to feeling trapped than we are as predators. Horses also have areas of the 

body that they know are most vulnerable to attack so they are instinctively flinchy and protective of these places. These 

spots include the muzzle, poll, ears, throat, belly, legs, and anus. So even before we add in the clippers, it’s important to 

understand that restraining a horse by cross-tying or tying him and handling these sensitive areas is already going to 

trigger his survival instincts. In an older well-broke horse, these instincts may be deeply buried under layers of 

domestication and years of training and desensitization. A younger or hotter horse… not so much. So always keep in 

mind that a fidgeting horse may actually be a horse that doesn’t feel safe. Observe his body language carefully, be aware 

of the “kick zone,” and before introducing the clippers be sure that your horse calmly accepts your touch in all the areas 

you plan to clip. Most importantly, be patient and respectful of your horse’s umwelt. He’s not being naughty or stupid 

when he acts afraid. In his mind, his life is in danger and he is just trying to survive as he is hard-wired by nature to do. 

#2 Emotional Fitness is the safest form of “restraint” 

The more the horse is restrained when he is afraid, the bigger the wreck you’re likely to have if he panics. It is common 

for a frightened horse to pull back, rear, kick, or strike. It is strongly recommended that you hold the horse yourself 

(drape the lead rope over the crook of your arm) until the horse can stand totally relaxed and calm for clipping. Only 

then do you have “permission” from the horse to tie or cross tie him, and you must be prepared for this to change when 

you get to very sensitive areas such as the ears. Many people find that the emotionally fit horse will not need to be 

cross-tied or tied at this stage. For more information, see the article Teaching Patience to Horses. 

 

http://www.theaikenhorse.com/
http://kendradekay.com/tbt-teaching-horses-patience/
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#3 Introduce the clippers in stages 

The most common problems horses have with clippers are the sound, the feel of the vibration, the cord, and the 

touching of sensitive areas, especially while being restrained. Breaking these problems down and introducing them in 

pieces can help your horse be successful. 

 If you use corded clippers, get your horse used to a rope dragging on the ground, touching his legs and sides first. 

This will also help horses that are skeptical about the hose at bath time. 

 Let your horse smell the clippers and run them all over his body while they are off first. Practice holding his legs, 

head, and ears and touching him with the clippers with the same motion that you will use while clipping. Don’t 

allow the blades to snag the hair and pull. 

 When you turn on the clippers, begin with them at a distance from the horse and wait for him to become curious 

about them and want to investigate. Turning them on and going straight for his nose will startle or offend all but 

the most clipper-broke horse. 

 Once the horse is totally calm with the sound of the clippers running around him and turning on and off, rub his 

body with the running clippers beginning by his shoulder or withers and gradually working out in all directions from 

there leaving the most sensitive areas until last. Think about using the clippers the way that you would use a curry. 

Move nonchalantly, not too tentatively or he will get suspicious of why you are sneaking around. 

 Turn the clippers on and off during this process. Try to time it so that you are turning off the clippers when your 

horse is the most relaxed so you are rewarding that mental state. It may take you several sessions, don’t be in a 

hurry. This is an investment in your horse’s emotional fitness and time well spent! 

#4 Practice & Other Tips 

Make clippers part of your grooming routine. Even if you don’t actually clip your horse every time you groom him, 

running a little pair of cheap battery powered trimmers over his “iffy” spots for 2 minutes a day for a week or two can 

help prepare him to body clip like a pro. 

Check the blades frequently to make sure they’re not getting hot. Use your hand and rub the part of the body that 

you’re about to clip so the feel of the clippers doesn’t catch the horse by surprise. This technique can really help 

sensitive horses that are bothered by the vibration on their muzzle, legs, belly and ears especially. 
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Calendar of Events  

Date Event Location 

10 Apr REMINDER: JAMES RIVER CLASSIC ADT ENTRIES OPEN! 
 

 

7 Apr JRDA Pleasure Drive: Pocahontas State Park. Arrive at 10 AM, Bring your own lunch. 
Park at Bright Hope Trail Parking Area (Approx. $8 parking fee). Please let Dot know if 
you are coming dotruq@outlook.com  
  

JRDA 
Sponsored 

18 April REMINDER: TOAD HOLLOW ENTRIES CLOSE! 
 

 

27-28 
Apr 

Toad Hollow ADT: Toad Hollow Farm, 4333 Cannon Brook Way Charlottesville, VA, 
22901.  Judge Lisa Singer, Cones Judge Josh Rector. Secretary Ann Sutherland 
bvrcrk4@aol.com or 434-823-1975. Omnibus located on the ADS website here: 
https://omnibus.americandrivingsociety.org/CompetitorsOmnibusListing.aspx?ID=241  
 

 

28 Apr Martins Annual Spring Carriage Auction: Lebanon, PA 
http://www.martinauctioneers.com/auctions/carriage.php 
 

Local & 
Regional 

5 May JRDA Quarterly Meeting and Kentucky Derby Party: Arrive around 5 PM to watch 
some of the Kentucky Derby pre-show, 706 Mill Rd. King William, VA 23086. Club will 
provide a BBQ Chicken dinner and we will have a fancy hat contest. Please RSVP to 
mini.reef@hotmail.com or call 804-386-9328 before April 30th.  
 

JRDA 
Sponsored 

9 May REMINDER: JAMES RIVER CLASSIC ADT ENTRIES CLOSE! 
 

 

19 May  James River Classic ADT: Meadow Event Park in Doswell, VA. Judge Dana Bright. 
Entries open 4/10/2018. Secretary – Cristi Anderson mini.reef@hotmail.com or call 
804-386-9328. Omnibus is located on the ADS website here: 
https://omnibus.americandrivingsociety.org/CompetitorsOmnibusListing.aspx?ID=257  
 

JRDA 
Sponsored 

2 Jun Elk Creek Combined Driving Event CDE: Fair Hill International, Maryland. Omnibus 
located on the ADS website here: 
https://omnibus.americandrivingsociety.org/CompetitorsOmnibusListing.aspx?ID=214  
 

Local & 
Regional 

10 Jun JRDA Annual Auction and Picnic: Bring a side dish or dessert to share for the potluck. 
Main dish provided, bring a dish to share.  Location will be Daphne and Tom Lasser’s 
home in Ashland, VA.  
 

JRDA 
Sponsored 

16 Jun Morven Park Pleasure Show, Combined Test & Pleasure Drive: Morven Park 
International Equestrian Center, VA  
 

Local & 
Regional 

23 Jun JRDA Carriage Fun & Games Day: Location will be in Quinton, VA at Jeff and Lynn 
Legg’s home.  Contact Lynn Legg for more information at lmlegg@vcu.edu or call 804-
229-9708. 
 

JRDA 
Sponsored 

mailto:dotruq@outlook.com
mailto:bvrcrk4@aol.com
https://omnibus.americandrivingsociety.org/CompetitorsOmnibusListing.aspx?ID=241
http://www.martinauctioneers.com/auctions/carriage.php
mailto:mini.reef@hotmail.com
mailto:mini.reef@hotmail.com
https://omnibus.americandrivingsociety.org/CompetitorsOmnibusListing.aspx?ID=257
https://omnibus.americandrivingsociety.org/CompetitorsOmnibusListing.aspx?ID=214
mailto:lmlegg@vcu.edu
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** Other national, regional and local club events are listed on our website calendar; go to 

www.jamesriverdrivingassociation.org for more information! 

 

 

 

 

 

Jul 7 
Tentative 

JRDA Pleasure Drive: Twin Oaks Show Stables in Palmyra, VA. Contact Cristi Anderson 
for more information. Mini.reef@hotmail.com or 804-386-9328. Location does not 
have a physical address, but is located directly across from 4327 Ridge Rd. Palmyra, 
VA 22963 
 

JRDA 
Sponsored 

4 Aug JRDA Meeting & Educational Video by Coachman’s Delight! Club to provide food. 
Meeting begins at 2PM. Location will be Daphne and Tom Lasser’s home in Ashland, 
VA.  
 

JRDA 
Sponsored 

11-23 
Sept 

FEI World Equestrian Games: Tyron International Equestrian Center in North 
Carolina. http://tyron.coth.com or https://inside.fei.org  
 

National/Int’l 

15 Sept JRDA Carriage Fun & Games Day: More information to come, location will be in 
Quinton, VA at Jeff and Lynn Legg’s home.  Contact Lynn Legg for more information at 
lmlegg@vcu.edu or call 804-229-9708. 
 

JRDA 
Sponsored 

23 Sept Maymont Floral Carriage Show:  Bring your horse and carriage adorned in flowers, 
dress in Victorian Era clothing and drive Maymont. Lunch provided. Contact Dot 
Ruqus for more information at dotruq@outlook.com  
 

Local & 
Regional 

28 Sept Timberland CT and HDT: Carolina Horse Park, NC Local & 
Regional 

6 Oct 
 

JRDA Cones Rally/Traditional Day of Cones Driving: Location Dot and Lou Ruqus 
home. Shirley Cauley is point of contact. Committee members needed for this event!  
 

JRDA 
Sponsored 

Oct Martins Annual Fall Carriage Auction: Date to be determined. Lebanon, PA 
http://www.martinauctioneers.com/auctions/carriage.php 
 

Local & 
Regional 

10 Nov JRDA Meeting: Club Elections, Calendar photo voting and potluck. Location – Ashland 
Rescue Squad.  
 

JRDA 
Sponsored 

8 Dec JRDA Annual Christmas Party: Date and location to be determined.  JRDA 
Sponsored 

Dec Church Hill Drive and Holiday House Tour – Chimborazo Park, Richmond, VA. More 
information to come. 

JRDA 
Sponsored 

http://www.jamesriverdrivingassociation.org/
mailto:Mini.reef@hotmail.com
http://tyron.coth.com/
https://inside.fei.org/
mailto:lmlegg@vcu.edu
mailto:dotruq@outlook.com
http://www.martinauctioneers.com/auctions/carriage.php
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Classifieds 

FOR SALE: Dover Pro Elite shipping boots, excellent condition, only 

used 3 times, horse size, $100 new asking $60 (plus shipping if buyer 

is not local) contact Candy putn2@yahoo.com  
Ad Exp 7/1 

 

TRAINING: Carriage training for the horse and driver. Mary Clark Lind 

starts horses to harness and offers lessons to beginners and novice 

drivers. She focuses on a strong foundation through groundwork and good manners, emphasizing safety. She also 

provides tune ups & conditioning for horses that already drive. Mary Clark has been competing in combined driving for 

ten years and has experience training singles, pairs, four-in-hand, six-up and tandem. Contact 804-305-2911 or 

lind@vt.edu for more information. Ad Exp 4/1 

DRIVING LESSONS: Lessons are available for beginner through intermediate for combined driving, recreational, and 

pleasure driving. Learn on my experienced driving horse or mini, or your own horse. Come to my farm or yours, cost is 

$35 per lesson (additional cost for travel time to your farm). We are located in Charles City, VA (20 min SE of Richmond 

Airport). Contact Lynn Legg at 804-229-9708 or email lmlegg@vcu.edu Ad Exp 5/1 

 

NOW AVAILABLE: Carriage Talk – the book is now available for sale. If is a 

collection of articles on carriage maintenance and repair published in Driving Digest 

between 2013 and 2017 by Dave Quist.  This has been one of the more popular 

columns in Driving Digest and now you can have all the articles in one volume. The 

book will officially debut at the National Drive. It can also be purchases for $19.95 

plus shipping and handling at www.drivingdigest.com under the Issues tab.   

 

 

 

 

 
 

COACHMAN’S DELIGHT, INC. – UPCOMING WEBINARS. GO TO 

https://www.coachmansdelight.com/category/upcoming-clinics/  

 BODY MECHANICS OF THE DRIVER – APRIL 18TH 

 

mailto:putn2@yahoo.com
mailto:lind@vt.edu
tel:(804)%20229-9708
mailto:lmlegg@vcu.edu
http://www.drivingdigest.com/
https://www.coachmansdelight.com/category/upcoming-clinics/
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James River Driving Association  
14008 Blunts Bridge Rd  
Ashland, VA 23005-7221  
  

President: Daphne Wood-Lasser  
804-798-8787 or 804-212-6489 
Spring_Hill_House@yahoo.com   
 
Vice President: Lynn Legg  
804-229-9708  
LMLegg@vcu.edu 
 
Treasurer: Candy Thomas  
804-837-6642  
Putn2@yahoo.com  
 
Secretary and Webmaster: Shirley Cauley 
434-242-0550 Weekends & 434-924-0739 Weekdays  
CarriageImportsMarketing@gmail.com  
  
Newsletter Editor: Cristi Anderson  
804-386-9328  
Mini.Reef@hotmail.com  
JRDANewsletter@hotmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
Website: http://www.jamesriverdrivingassociation.org/   
 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/James-River-Driving-

Association-134334716616291/   

 

  

CLASSIFIEDS & BUSINESS CARDS 
Information should be sent to:  

Cristi Anderson 

706 Mill Rd.  

King William, VA 23086 

804-386-9328 

Or email to:  

jrdanewsletter@hotmail.com 

 

Information must be submitted by 

the 25th of each month. Please 

include a photo of the item you are 

selling if available. For business cards, 

please submit a high quality image 

through email.  

 

Classifieds are free to members and 

$10 for nonmembers. Classifieds will 

run for 3 months. Business cards are 

free for members and $15 for 

nonmembers. Business cards will 

expire after 6 months. The expiration 

date will show at the end of each ad 

and will be removed when termed. 

Please resubmit your information if 

you would like to continue to run 

your ad or business card.  

 

Thank you! 

 

mailto:Spring_Hill_House@yahoo.com
mailto:LMLegg@vcu.edu
mailto:Putn2@yahoo.com
mailto:CarriageImportsMarketing@gmail.com
mailto:Mini.Reef@hotmail.com
mailto:JRDANewsletter@hotmail.com
http://www.jamesriverdrivingassociation.org/
https://www.facebook.com/James-River-Driving-Association-134334716616291/
https://www.facebook.com/James-River-Driving-Association-134334716616291/
mailto:jrdanewsletter@hotmail.com
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