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President’s Letter 

 
Do you suffer from winter doldrums? Do you wonder if your paddock will ever be dry again?  Is your horse so dirty you could start 
your spring seedlings in their coat of dirty fur?  Well then you must be living through a typical Virginia winter season.  Rest 
assured, spring will be here before you notice – just think, flies, shedding hair and humidity!  Just goes to show we put up with a 
lot to enjoy are 4 legged equines! 
  
In the meanwhile, take the time to assess the condition of your harness and vehicle – making sure they will be in good clean 
working condition when the weather breaks.    My project carriage (Pacific Dartmoor) is in many pieces in the shop getting 
refinished.  Sanding wheel spokes and prepping for a new coat of paint is sure tedious.  The shafts, previously coated in a rusty buildup are now a smooth shiny 
bright black and are waiting a final coat of paint.  I am anxious to see the finished product – as is Tom, he is anxious to have his shop back to start some other 
projects. 
  
I’m looking forward to sharing the calendar of proposed events for the club at our next meeting on Feb 10th.  We will be sharing all the ADT news and also have a 
guest speaker lined up so please come out, have dinner(potluck)  and enjoy hearing about prevalent equine diseases in our area – what we need to make sure 
we are vaccinating for and what to look out for. 
  
Our VP Shirley has been working with the folks at Brackett’s Farm and has scored an invite to drive there so look for those dates on the calendar.  These are not 
official JRDA sponsored drives as anyone – riders and drivers are invited.  Please plan on driving at this beautiful farm if you can!  Shirley is also scouting for 
drivers interested in driving at the Virginia Horse Festival for our single day demo at Meadow Event Park. We are also excited to propose a couple of ideas for 
field trips – Morven Park Carriage Museum in Leesburg or a day trip to Colonial Williamsburg to have a guided tour of their stables/horses by the new Director 
on site.  
  
The Old Dominion ADT Challenge is opening for registrations soon – if you are not planning on competing, please consider volunteering to help out at Morven 
Park or Toad Hollow and of course our own James River Classic ADT.  We wouldn’t be able to exist if it weren’t for a strong force of volunteers!  I am planning on 
volunteering at Morven Park and will be going up the night before – let me know if you are interested in carpooling or shacking up at the same hotel!  
 
Best Wishes and see you soon!  ~Daphne 
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James River Driving Association General 
Meeting Minutes & Treasurers Report – Jan 
2017 
--Due to inclement weather, the Jan JRDA meeting was 
canceled. There are no meeting minutes or treasurers 
report available this month.  
 

JRDA 2017 ADT Planning Meeting Minutes – 

1/21/17 

Sponsorship letters were prepared for mailing and will be sent 

out next week. 

OLD BUSINESS 

Some committee members do not have access to Google 
Drive: Dot, Jim, Amy. Critical information should be sent to 
them directly through email.  
Clinic slots:  

 -organizing committee gets 1st choice 
 -show entrants get second choice 
 -outside drivers get third choice 
 
Currently the following committee members have reserved a 
clinic spot: Jeff, Candy, Daphne and Lynn.   
 
The question came up of drivers who may want to arrive at the 
grounds a day or two before the ADT; will this be allowed? 
Amy will check with Glenn to see what MEP’s view is about 
this.  

Hospitality: the idea of offering an all-day food and drink pass 
at a cost of $15-20. A bracelet will be given to those who 
purchase the pass. Daphne will talk to Tom to see if he wants 
to handle this himself or would like other volunteers to help. 
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Equipment: Jim reports that we have enough equipment to cover our needs 
and nothing is in need of repair. The sound system has not been replaced as 
of yet; it is in question whether a sound system is needed at the ADT. This will 
be discussed further at the next general business meeting.  
 
Volunteers: Shirley has a master list of volunteers needed, as well as the 
confirmation and reminder letters. She would like a centralized check in as 
well as check in stations at each leg of the competition. It was recommended 
by other committee members that there is just one centralized check-in. 
Shirley would like to be sure there is sufficient volunteer training.  
 
Awards: silver awards will be purchased for the division winners. Ribbons 1-6 
will be awarded in each division as well. We will use the same ribbon style as 
last year. Candy provided the receipts from last year which has the ribbon 
detail information on it.  
 
Lynn will contact Dot to get an inventory of what ribbons are left over from 
last year; Candy will place the ribbon order.  
 
Amy will get a judge’s gift for Heather Briggs who is judging cones. 

We still have 2 gourds left over from last year; it was suggested we try to use 
them as prizes if we can. 

  

Come one, come all to the Feb JRDA Monthly 

Meeting! 

When: Feb 10th 

Time: 6:00 PM 

Where: Ashland Rescue Squad 

Bring a dish to share for the potluck! 

 

Agenda:  

 ADT Update 

 Vote on upcoming 2017 JRDA Activities 

 Speaker: Dr Hillyer  

Dr. Hillyer owns River Equine Veterinary Services in Chesterfield and 

was raised in Howerton, Virginia on a small family horse farm and grew 

up showing pleasure horses with her sister.  From the age of 9 she 

dreamed of being a horse veterinarian.  Dr. Hillyer attended Virginia 

Tech and received an undergraduate degree in Animal and Poultry 

Sciences with an equine emphasis.  She spent a semester working at 

Granada Farms in Wheelock, Texas learning the ins and outs of 

breeding horses.  After graduating from Virginia Tech, Dr. Hillyer 

obtained a Master of Public Health degree from Virginia 

Commonwealth University.  From there she moved to Raleigh, North 

Carolina and began her veterinary education at North Carolina State’s 

College of Veterinary Medicine.  Dr. Hillyer graduated in 2010 and 

began working in equine private practice.   

 

She still loves ambulatory equine practice because of the personal 

relationships it allows her to develop with horses and their owners. 

 Dr. Hillyer especially enjoys dentistry, preventive medicine, and 

ophthalmology.  She also enjoys spending time with her husband, two 

dogs, two horses, and four chickens. 
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Pictures from Brackett’s Farm – New Years Day Drive 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Call for Volunteers!  

JRDA has again been invited to participate in the Virginia 

Horse Festival! This year, we will conduct one harnessing 

demonstration inside the main building (as we have 

before), and following that, one driving demo for which 

we have the use of the 100 by 200 bluestone parking lot 

area adjacent to the covered arena & outdoor rings, to set 

up a small cones course. 

The date for this event is Saturday, March 

25th. The harnessing demo will be from 2-3 pm, 

& the driving demo, from 4-5 pm. 

We need volunteers for staffing an information table set 

up next to each demo, for distributing handouts & 

answering questions. If anyone who is also an instructor 

would feel comfortable offering a free lesson, a drawing 

would be nice, also. 

Ray Norton will be conducting & narrating the harnessing 

demo;  if you would like to participate in the driving 

demo, please contact Shirley Cauley 

(carriageimportsmarketing@gmail.com); we'd like to 

have 4 or 5 horses, to do one or two rounds each. Since 

this is not an overnight event, you'll need to trailer in & 

out on the same day.  

Thanks to all for their support! 

 

 

mailto:carriageimportsmarketing@gmail.com


5 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



6 
 

 

  



7 
 

 

  



8 
 

  

 



9 
 

Member Profile of the Month – February 

Dot Ruqus, Past President of the JRDA and the Mid Hudson Driving Association 

 
I am formerly from the Hudson Valley, New York area where the art of carriage driving was revived. We were instrumental in the formation of clubs, shows, and 

education of potential drivers. I was curator of the Maymont carriage program for many years and still keep involved on occasion. I have now resided in 

Goochland County since 1983 with my husband, Louie, two of my three sons; one is still in NY, and Kyra, our newest addition. I currently have 3 driving horses 

and one pony and way too many carriages. 

 

My earliest experience driving was in 1954, I was about 11, when I hitched my pinto horse to a metal cart. She did not approve and when I saw her last, she was 

heading for China. Then my friend acquired a 4 wheel buggy. His horse wisely refused to even go in the field where the buggy sat. We took the old harness we 

found in the neighbors barn and hooked up my sister’s horse that routinely ran away with us under saddle. She approved of this new activity and we drove her 

everywhere with a wagon full of kids. She never ran with the buggy but did keep us on our toes by periodically kicking out the dash. 

 

I participated in western pleasure shows and Arabian breed classes but did not like the politics of it all. I worked for a breeder and learned a lot about all of that. 

When they started to put driving classes in the shows, I loved it because no one was out to win at all costs and we had a great time. The beauty and history of 

carriage driving always appealed to me. 

 

I currently drive a pair of Arabian horses or a welsh pony but I’ve driven most types of horses and ponies. I started with a paint QH cross and then drove 

Hackneys, Shetlands, Welsh, Quarter horses, Percherons, Warmbloods and many unknown breed but wonderful critters. 

 

 The persons that I learned the most from were an English couple, Victor and Evelyn Shone. They started a driving center in my area and were instrumental in 

the start of the ADS. Lessons with either of them were very intense but so good. They had the hard job of retraining the self taught methods I had acquired on 

my own. They went on to be in charge of the Colonial Williamsburg carriage program for many years. Another person that I always admired was Charlie Kellogg 

who seemed to always have fun even when his horses were not at their best. We were often competitors. 

 

My favorite driving event has always been a CDE because you are judged on your own performance only and not compared to other turnouts. I also enjoyed the 

Pinehurst Pleasure Show but haven’t done it in many years. They treated us like royalty. I also enjoy doing public events such as the Maymont Floral Day. Now I 

mostly just play due to bad shoulders and old hands. 

 

The funniest thing that I can remember was at a CDE with my Hackney. He was quite enthusiastic and you had to carry a referee on the carriage with you in the 

previous CDE days. A lady with a baby stroller came rolling down the road toward us while we were doing the marathon. The pony reared up and took off at a 

gallop. He stopped soon and resumed his proper trot. When we arrived at the end the referee go out and said “do you how hard it is to count the seconds that 
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he broke stride while I am expecting to die?” She calmed down soon but I knew that the pony was just showing off and we didn’t get any time penalties. Soon 

after that they stopped putting referees on the carriages. I think my pony had a lot to do with that decision. 

 

One of my favorite places to drive is Mohonk Mountain in NY. The view is spectacular but you really have to pay attention because most of the trails are on the 

edge of the cliff. Locally I like to drive at Pocahontas Park or anywhere I can park my truck and trailer.  

 

My advice to other people hoping to drive a horse or currently driving is to only take advice from the most experienced and talented instructors and if their 

advice doesn’t seem right to you stop and find someone else. Sometimes a horse will not fit in the teacher’s methods and continuing on will only frustrate both 

of you. I have seen too many people discouraged by taking poor advice and quit trying to drive their horse. 

 

 

 

Calendar of Events, Notices & Classifieds 

  

Notice: If you haven’t renewed your JRDA 

membership, please go to 

www.jamesriverdrivingassociation.org 

 and download the 2017 membership 

application! 

HELP WANTED: Horse training assistant sought for help 

with combined driving horses. Grooming, harnessing, 

and cooling out. Opportunity to drive if desired. 2 days 

a week, hours roughly 3:30 pm-6 pm. More hours may 

be possible; some flexibility with hours and days. 

Willing to train. Must have transportation and be 

reliable. Barn located in western Charles City, 15 

minutes from Richmond Airport. Text Lynn at 804-229-

9708 or email at lmlegg@vcu.edu 
Ad Exp. 5/1 

http://www.jamesriverdrivingassociation.org/
mailto:lmlegg@vcu.edu
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February 

10 JRDA Monthly Meeting  – Ashland  Resc ue 

Squad , 203 Dunc an St. Ashland , VA. 6 

PM, b ring  a  d ish to sha re. Dr Hillyer – 

Speaking on equine d iseases. 

 

15 Semina r: Carriage Ma intenanc e and  

Tra iler Sa fety 

http :/ / a ikendrivingc lub .c om  

 

16 Semina r: Interac tive Lameness. Free. 

Morven Park. Ca ll 703-505-2320 for info. 

 

22-26 2017 World  Cup  Four-in-Hand  Fina l 

Goteborg , Swed en 

 

March 

2-5 PA Horse World  Exp o – Fa rm Show 

Comp lex www.horseworldexpo.c om 

 

3 JRDA Monthly Meeting  – Ashland  Resc ue 

Squad , 203 Dunc an St. Ashland , VA. 6 

PM, b ring  a  d ish to sha re. 

 

4 or 5 ADC Pleasure Show – Windsor, SC 

http :/ / a ikendrivingc lub .c om  

 

15 Semina r: How to make your Horse a  

Better Equine Citizen. 

http :/ / a ikendrivingc lub .c om  

 

18 Morven Park ADT. Leesb urg , VA. Contac t 

Laura  Doyle, 703-777-2890 or 

ldoyle@morvenpark.org   

 

23 Semina r: Ea t This, Not Tha t! Free. Morven 

Park. Ca ll 703-505-2320 for info. 

 

24-26 Virg inia  Horse Festiva l – Meadow Event 

Pa rk www.virg iniahorsefestiva l.c om    
 

  

March Cont’d. 

24-26 Windsor Trac e CDE. Wind sor, SC 

http :/ / a ikendrivingc lub .c om  

 

30 2017 Loudoun County Eq uine Allianc e Expo, Harmony 

Ha ll, Hamilton, VA.  

 

April 

5-9 CAA Driving  Weekend .  Johns Island , SC. 

www.c a rriageassoc ia tionofameric a .c om  

 

8 Toad  Hollow Farm ADT. Charlottesville, 

VA. Contac t Ann Sutherland  434-825-

2023 or toadhollow01@aol.c om  

 

19 Semina r: Eq uine Bugs and  Skin Prob lems: 

Prevention and  Trea tment. Speaker 

Sabrina  Jac obs, DVM.  Free. Morven 

Park. Ca ll 703-505-2320 for info. 

 

28-29 Martin’ s Carriage Auc tion – Lebanon, PA 

717-354-6671 

 

May 

20 JRDA Classic  ADT. Doswell, VA. Contac t 

Lynn Legg 804-212-6489 or Daphne 

Wood-La sser 

Sp ring_Hill_House@yahoo.c om 

 

21 Driving  Clinic  with Lisa  Singer. Doswell, 

VA.  For more info go to: 

www.jamesriverd rivingassoc ia tion.org   

 

 

September 2018 

10-23 FEI World  Eq uestrian Ga mes. Tyron 

Interna tiona l Equestrian Center in North 

Carolina . http :/ / tyron.c oth.c om or 

https:/ / inside.fei.org   

 

http://aikendrivingclub.com/
http://www.horseworldexpo.com/
http://aikendrivingclub.com/
http://aikendrivingclub.com/
mailto:ldoyle@morvenpark.org
http://www.virginiahorsefestival.com/
http://aikendrivingclub.com/
http://www.carriageassociationofamerica.com/
mailto:toadhollow01@aol.com
mailto:Spring_Hill_House@yahoo.com
http://www.jamesriverdrivingassociation.org/
http://tyron.coth.com/
https://inside.fei.org/
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James River Driving Association  
14008 Blunts Bridge Rd  
Ashland, VA 23005-7221  
  

President: Daphne Wood-Lasser  
804-798-8787 or 804-212-6489 
Spring_Hill_House@yahoo.com   
 
Vice President and Webmaster: Shirley Cauley  
434-242-0550 Weekends & 434-924-0739 Weekdays  
CarriageImportsMarketing@gmail.com  
 
Treasurer: Candy Thomas  
804-837-6642  
Putn2@yahoo.com  
 
Secretary: Lynn Legg  
804-229-9708  
LMLegg@vcu.edu  
 
Newsletter Editor: Cristi Anderson  
804-386-9328  
Mini.Reef@hotmail.com  
JRDANewsletter@hotmail.com 
 
 
Website: http://www.jamesriverdrivingassociation.org/   
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/James-River-Driving-Association-134334716616291/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Spring_Hill_House@yahoo.com
mailto:CarriageImportsMarketing@gmail.com
mailto:Putn2@yahoo.com
mailto:LMLegg@vcu.edu
mailto:Mini.Reef@hotmail.com
mailto:JRDANewsletter@hotmail.com
http://www.jamesriverdrivingassociation.org/
https://www.facebook.com/James-River-Driving-Association-134334716616291/
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