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President’s Letter 

 
Here we are at 2017 - are you where you want to be with your driving?  I know I'm not but hoping to 
make some headway this year and begin competing with my pony Spec.  We haven't made much 

progress rehabbing the new (old) carriage but hopefully soon things will begin to take shape.  
 

Keep your eye out for 2017 learning opportunities with JRDA.  Our officer planning session will be 
held in mid-January so we should have the annual proposed calendar ready to share by the February 

newsletter!  If you have any special requests please share them with me or any other officer soon! 
 

I had a blast at the Christmas Party this year - hope if you missed it you will make plans to come 
next year - it is quite fun - especially stealing presents! Thanks Dave and Cheryl for hosting. 

 
Our new VP Shirley Cauley is jumping right in and is working on plans for the Virginia Horse Festival so look out for your 
opportunity to volunteer for a part with this event.  This is a good way to get the word out about JRDA! I look forward to 

seeing you all at the first meeting of the year - January 6th at the 
Ashland Rescue Squad.  I will have calendars for pickup and extras to 

sell. For our first calendar project I think it came out quite well! 
 

Be safe over New Years - hope to see some of you at Brackett's Farm 
on New Years Day - don't forget to let Shirley know to expect you! 

 
Cheers, 

Daphne 

 

JRDA Christmas Party – At least those that would fit in 

the picture! 
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James River Driving Association General 
Meeting Minutes – December 2016 

The membership held a short meeting on December 17 prior to 

the annual club Christmas Party at the home of Dave and 

Cheryl Childress. 

The meeting was the first run by the 2017 officers: 

President: Daphne Wood-Lasser 

Vice President: Shirley Cauley 

Secretary: Lynn Legg 

Treasurer: Candy Thomas 

 

The secretary’s report and budget were accepted as presented in 

the newsletter. 

Old Business 

Club Calendars-Calendars should have arrived at Daphne’s 

house yesterday but did not. They will be available for pickup 

at the Bracketts drive on New Year’s Day or at the January 

meeting. Cost for the calendars will be $10 per calendar, 

allowing the club to make a profit of roughly $3.75 per 

calendar. Based on prior commitments for purchase, 50 

calendars were purchased and each member will be allowed to 

purchase up to 2 calendars at this time. If demand proves to 

exceed the number of calendars ordered, the club can purchase 

additional ones. Larger lots (groups of 25) are most cost 

effective; smaller lots can be ordered but at a higher cost. Based 

on their experience this year with this project, Sarah Vogeley 

and Daphne Wood-Lasser expressed several ideas for 

improving the project if the club were to do it again next year. 

JRDA ADT-the ADS will be implementing a new rule as of 

Jan. 1 requiring all horses competing at an ADS recognized 

event to have been vaccinated for Flu and Rhino within 6 

months of the show. Owners will be required to show written 
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proof of vaccination if requested by the competition management. Here is the ADS’s release of the new rule: 

ADS GR 6.3 Flu/rhino requirements (effective January 1, 2017) 

At American Driving Society-recognized events, all equines entering the event location must be accompanied by documentation of Equine Influenza Virus 

and Equine Herpes Virus (Rhinopneumonitis) vaccinations within the six months prior to entering the competition venue. Equines not in compliance with 

this Rule are required to leave the driving event location upon request by Competition Management. Documentation should consist of one of the following 

methods found below. The frequency of vaccine administration should be as recommended by the vaccine manufacturer or Veterinarian. It is 

recommended that vaccines be administered by or under the direction of a veterinarian. Documentation should consist of one of the following: 

1. In the case of vaccines given by a Veterinarian, the Person Responsible, upon request by Competition Management, must provide documentation from 

the Veterinarian, documenting that the equine in question received the vaccinations on the date administered and the name of the vaccine. 

2. In the case of vaccines administered by a person other than a Veterinarian, the Person Responsible, upon request by Competition Management, must 

provide a receipt of the vaccine purchase which is signed by the Person Responsible, the equine’s name, the serial number and expiration date of the 

vaccine and the date of administration. 

3. In the case of an equine that is unable to receive either of the vaccines due to a history of adverse reactions, the Person Responsible, upon request by 

Competition Management, must provide a letter from a Veterinarian on official letterhead stating the equine cannot be vaccinated due to medical 

concerns and a log of the equine’s temperature taken at least twice daily for the seven days prior to arrival at the competition grounds. These equines 

must also have their temperatures taken and recorded twice daily while on the competition grounds. The log of temperatures taken must be provided to the 

Competition Management, Steward or Technical Delegate when requested. 

New Business 

Shirley Cauley delivered an invitation open to all club members to drive at Brackett’s Farm on New Year’s Day. Details will be posted on the JRDA website; 

contact person is Shirley. (434) 242-0550 carriageimportsmarketing@gmail.com  

The JRDA has been invited to take part once again in the VA Horse Festival, planned for March 24-26, 2017. Discussion included if the club should have a booth, 

set up a display in a stall in the barn, do harnessing demos indoors or just driving demos outdoors. Members interested in taking part will meet to discuss specifics 

as the event nears. 

The next meeting will be January 6, 2017 at the Ashland Rescue Squad building.  

Happy Holidays to everyone! 

Submitted by Lynn Legg 

 

Welcome New JRDA 

Member! 

Ken Steen 

Keswick, VA 

mailto:carriageimportsmarketing@gmail.com
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Pictures from the Churchill Drive 

 

 

 

 

 

2017 JRDA Club Calendars Now 

Available! 

Club calendars are now available for sale 

$10 each – limited quantity, 2 per person 

please. Initial sales were held at the JRDA 

Christmas Party. Calendars are available 

until sold out. 

To purchase please contact: 

Daphne Wood-Lasser 

804-212-6489 

Or, come to the January JRDA meeting & 

buy yours there. 
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Candy Thomas, JRDA Treasurer  

Burrowsville, VA/ Deputy Director of the Virginia Birth Injury Program 

 I lived in NJ for many years before moving to VA in 2002. I am a lifetime member of GSH&CS, a member of JRDA as well as the ADS and CAA.  

 

What was your first experience with driving?  

I was introduced to driving by Helen and Karen Dunn. I rode their horses and joined them in the carriage when they went driving. I was a passenger in 

their carriage for several years at the Devon Horse Show and Helen would let me drive her horse at GSH&CS pleasure drives.  

 

How long have you been driving?  

Since the early ninety’s, I purchased my first driving horse, a Haflinger mare in October 1995.  

 

Do you participate, or have you participated, in any other equine disciplines?  

My parents said I started asking for a pony as soon as I could talk. I started riding when I was 12 and my parents purchased my first horse a year later. He 

was an Arabian/Saddlebred, and he taught me how to keep my seat! After a few years I purchase a 4 year old thoroughbred as my 4-H project. We 

competed in hunter jumper shows until I saw a young woman riding dressage and was hooked. I spent my summer after high school at Los Alamos 

Dressage Center with Major Hector Carmona. I also spent some time riding sidesaddle with Charlotte Kneeland and qualified as a Certified International 

Side Saddle Organization judge. I rode sidesaddle in President Carter’s inaugural parade and several Devon Horse Shows.  

 

Tell us about who you drive, & what you drive! 

 I have a terrific Morgan gelding, Rocky Road. I am so happy with him. He is the perfect horse for me, quiet and easy but will go if I ask him. I named him 

for my favorite ice cream, because he is chocolate and marshmallows with just the right amount of nuts. At home we usually drive the marathon vehicle, 

a Tideholm, it’s always dirty and full of mud. When we want to dress up we use the antique ladies wicker phaeton circa 1890’s, or the Mill Run spindle 

seat phaeton.  

 

Who has had the greatest influence on your involvement with driving? Do you have a driving mentor or someone whose expertise you particularly admire? 

 When I started driving GSH&CS had clinics with Lisa Singer and Kelly Valdez, they taught me how to drive. Now I depend on Lynn Legg for advice and 

guidance.  

 

What is your favorite driving event, & why – cones, marathon, dressage, pleasure driving, other types? 

 I have competed in both pleasure shows and CDE’s and enjoyed them both. Why? Because it involves horses! 
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What’s your favorite place to drive, & why?  

My favorite place to drive is Fair Hill Wildlife Management Area in Fair Hill MD. There are plenty of trails, beautiful views and great facilities. I have been 

driving there for years and being familiar with the trails makes me feel at home. Where else can you drive through tunnels and covered bridges? I think it 

is the best driving in the Mid Atlantic, maybe even the east coast.  

 

What’s the funniest thing that has happened to you while driving?  

I was showing my Haflinger, Miss Nellie, at the Horse Park of NJ at one of the GSH&CS Pleasure shows. The Girl Scouts were there and a group of them 

fell in love with her. Every time we entered the ring or won a ribbon they would yell “Yeah Miss Nellie!” and cheer us on.  

 

What advice do you have for others who are considering joining this discipline? 

 Ask lots of questions, join a club, and always have a helper on hand. Use a professional, Suzy Stafford helped me find Rocky, it was not that expensive 

and totally worth it.  

 

What’s your happiest memory so far?  

I think my happiest experience was my first driving horse, Ms Nellie. She was a 13.1H Haflinger mare, as wide as she was tall. She taught me how to 

drive, kept me safe, and we did it all. We competed in CDE’s up to preliminary level, and pleasure shows and always placed in the top three. We 

attended CAA gatherings in Shelburne VT, Williamsburg, VA, and the first ADS pleasure driving weekend at Gladstone NJ. She represented the Haflinger 

breed at several of the horse festivals at Gladstone.  

 

Notable experience: 

 I was at a Central Jersey Horse Association Pleasure Driving Show in Freehold NJ and had some mechanical problems with my vehicle. I thought that I 

was done for the day. There was a woman at the show, Ann Walton, with the same vehicle, a Bird in Hand Eagle, same size as mine. She shared the 

vehicle with me for the rest of the day; we just had to do some quick harness changes. 

 

Where would you like to drive, that you haven’t yet?  

Acadia, Maine and Grand Oaks, Wiersdale FL.   
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"One Horse open Sleigh"  Winter Fun at Clermont 

 

Dashing through the snow 

In a one-horse open sleigh 

O'er the hills we go 

Laughing all the way! 

Bells on bobtail ring 

Making spirits bright 

Oh what sport to ride and sing 

A sleighing song tonight 

 

I hate to be the one to tell you if no one else has, but "Jingle Bells" is not a 

Christmas song.  Or maybe that's good news, because if you're going through 

Christmas music withdrawal in this week between Christmas and New Year's 

Eve, it's a good excuse to keep singing it.  But either way, there's no mention of 

Christmas in it at all, but rather a lively portrayal of youth, dating, and winter fun. 

 

Even so, this is probably the most vivid depiction of sleighing that most modern 

Americans are familiar with.  For Clermont Livingston (1817-1895), the patriarch 

of the estate here during the mid 19th century, sleighing was a bright spot in his 

winter season.  

 

"The sleighing is splendid & has been so all the month..." he wrote his brother on Christmas Eve of 1845.   
 
Sleighing was one of the seasonal markers of Clermont's life.  When he wrote in his diary he reported the sleighing 

conditions in the Hudson Valley as regularly as he recorded the progress of seasonal crops: 

 

12/1/56-- “Went to church in a sleigh yesterday" 
2/16/57-- “Sleighs still cross [the Hudson River] to Saugerties" 
3/13/57-- “Tolerable sleighing in the woods" 
 
From December to March, Clermont's preferred mode of transportation was a jingling sleigh.  "I hope we may have 

sleighing again..." he wrote in January of 1847 after warm weather had melted the snow and made sleighing only possible on the packed snows of the 

roads, instead of through the woods and on the ice. 

 

Vehicle of the Month - Complete Original Hudson Valley Sleigh (mid 

1800’s), picture courtesy of Frey Carriage Company 

Clermont Livingston 
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By the time Clermont was writing about sleighing, he was a grown man with a family and an estate to care for.  In 1845, when he wrote the first quote 

above, he was 28, with a fresh young wife Cornelia and a baby daughter Mary cuddled up beside the hearth at home.  For him sleighing was about visiting 

his wife's parents at nearby Oak Hill or going to church in Hudson.  It meant the pleasures of fresh air and family and freedom of travel that didn't depend 

on following the roads.  He was still writing about it in his journal fifteen years later in 1860: "Skating on the River.  Sleighing bad," he complained. 

 

But sleighing had multiple aspects and associations in 19th century life.  An air of rural nostalgia permeated 

it.  The Currier and Ives image at left "Winter Mornings in the Country," portrays it as part of the idyllic 

beauties of rural living, used a practical method for delivering fresh milk.  Still another 1880 story recorded, 

"It is amusing to observe the change the first snow produces in the country village. It so quickens everything. 

The long-unused imple- ments for path-making are ferreted out, sleighs are dragged down from the barn- loft, 

harnesses are oiled, and accompanying bells 

'rubbed up.'" 

 

Another 1855 image (available at the Library of 

Congress website) seems to view it as part of 

the hassle of winter travel.  Horses (as usual 

adorned with plenty of bells) struggle and leap 

through heaps of snow.  Children hurl snow balls at anyone they can (in particular an African 

American man gets hit in the face in the lower right hand corner), and one woman appears to 

be in the process of falling out into the melee.   

 

Indeed falling out of the sleigh seems to have been part of the experience.  It shows up in 
"Jingle Bells" too: 

 
The horse was lean and lank 
Misfortune seemed his lot 
He got into a drifting bank  
And we__ we got upsot!  
 

There was also a bit of a rowdy air of youth that could go with sleighing.  It seems to be 
among the most common associations that have survived the years.  Speed and racing went 
hand-in-hand with dating.  "Jingle Bells" portrays this with a certain vigor:    
 
Now the ground is white  
Go it while you're young,  
Take the girls tonight  
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and sing this sleighing song;  
Just get a bobtailed bay  
Two forty as his speed  
Hitch him to an open sleigh   
And crack! you'll take the lead. 
 

With this verse, you really get more of a sense about racing and dating as they were associated with 

the sport.  Indeed, a whole myriad of prints and songs from the mid to late nineteenth century 

capture these aspects until you start to feel that the whole activity was quite the dating scene for its 

time.  Rushing winds and speed made sleighing well suited to competitive young men (and possibly 

competitive young women), while the relative privacy of being out of the home and out of sight of 

parents fostered the possibilities of romance. 

 

Phrases like "swiftly ride, swiftly glide" in a later song titled Jingle Bells (not Pierpont's original "One Horse Open Sleigh," which is now known as "Jingle 
Bells") and also "Crowded full of laughing boys and girls" in "The Sleigh Bell Song," support the ideas of  rowdy, youthful fun.*  Even Godey's Ladies 
Book stories have no shortage of romantic references to boys and girls sleighing together:  "..The boys are going to get two great crates, each to be drawn 
by four horses, so that we can be pretty well stowed in for warmth and fun," gushed one excited girl in an 1880 story. 
 
The additional nuance of crowding boys and girls together under heavy blankets (albeit also in numerous layers of clothing) also carried some romantic 
overtones.  When Miss Martha's fiancé Tom takes another girl for a ride in his sleigh, her heart threatens to break in Martha's Mistake, published 
in Godey's Ladies Book, "Tom bent to arrange the buffalo robe more closely about his companion, and said something which made them both laugh, and Miss 
Martha turned quickly from the window with a pain at her heart."  
 
All this leads me to wonder about Clermont Livingston, the young father and husband, dashing about the Hudson Valley in his sleigh in the 1840s, 50s, 
and 60s.  Was this really just his practical method of winter transportation, or was he also reliving some youthful exploits in the back of his mind?  With 
the reigns in his hands (instead of a chauffeur), he was in control of the speed and the vehicle.  Was his wife Cornelia at beside him, recalling cold 
afternoons racing around under a heavy buffalo robe with a handsome young man at her side? 
 
One thing is for sure, winter had many of the cold, dreary affects that we ascribe to it today.  Frozen fingers, short days, and a sense of isolation could get 
Victorian Americans down, but they did their best to combat the season with a mix of shared and physical activities that became deeply embedded in the 
social fabric of the culture.  Sleighing was more than just a means of transportation, and the bells that accompanied it were more than just a Christmas 
song. The next time you find yourself (or the nearest exuberant child) breaking out into a chorus of "Jingle Bells," take a moment to remember it as a time 
piece of nineteenth century life.  And be sure to sing more than just the first verse! 
 
*It should be noted that lots of 19th century sheet music was also written to be shared as a social activity that included both young men and women so 
references to "dating" are not all that surprising. 
 

Posted by: Clermont Historic Site, http://clermontstatehistoricsite.blogspot.com/2013/12/one-horse-open-sleigh.html  

http://clermontstatehistoricsite.blogspot.com/2013/12/one-horse-open-sleigh.html
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Calendar of Events, Notices & Classifieds 

January 

1 New Years Da y Open Invita tion to  Drive 

a t Brac kett’ s Fa rm, a rrive by 10 AM, 

c ontac t Shirley for more info a t: 434-924-

0739. Please RSVP to 

JamesRiverDrivingAssoc ia tion@gmail.c om  

 

6 JRDA Monthly Meeting  – Ashland  Resc ue 

Squad , 203 Dunc an St. Ashland , VA. 6 PM, 

b ring  a  d ish to sha re. 

 

18 Semina r: Tips for Driving  Mara thon 

Obstac les. Speaker Lisa  Singer. 

http :/ / a ikendrivingc lub .c om  

 

19 Semina r: Eq uine First Aid  and  Basic  Tra iler 

Emergenc ies. Free. Morven Park. Ca ll 703-

505-2320 for info. 

 

20-22 Maryland  Horse Expo – MD Fa irgrounds. 

www.horseworldexpo.c om  

 

21 ADT Committee Meeting . 12 PM – At the 

home of Cand y Thomas. 
 

February 

10 JRDA Monthly Meeting  – Ashland  Resc ue 

Squad , 203 Dunc an St. Ashland , VA. 6 

PM, b ring  a  d ish to sha re. 

 

15 Semina r: Carriage Ma intenanc e and  

Tra iler Sa fety 

http :/ / a ikendrivingc lub .c om  

 

16 Semina r: Interac tive Lameness. Free. 

Morven Park. Ca ll 703-505-2320 for info. 

 

22-26 2017 World  Cup  Four-in-Hand  Fina l 

Goteborg , Swed en 

 

NOTICE: JRDA Newsletter Distribution Changes 

Beginning in February, only those members who have paid 

their club dues will receive a copy of the newsletter.  

In order to continue to receive the newsletter, please go to 

JamesRiverDrivingAssociation.org to download the 

membership application. 

Thank you! 

Next General Meeting of the James River Driving 

Association will take place at 6 PM on Friday Jan 6th, at the 

Ashland Rescue Squad. 203 Duncan St. Ashland, VA 23005 – 

Bring a dish to share for the potluck! 

ADT Committee Meeting 

Jan. 21, 12 PM at the home of Candy Thomas 

We’ll be putting together sponsorship materials for the ADT.  

 

JRDA Officers will meet prior to the committee meeting at 10:30 AM 

to draft the 2017 JRDA Events Calendar to be presented to the 

membership at the Feb general business meeting. Members wishing 

to request events should contact any of the current officers prior to 

the Jan 21 meeting.  

mailto:JamesRiverDrivingAssociation@gmail.com
http://aikendrivingclub.com/
http://www.horseworldexpo.com/
http://aikendrivingclub.com/
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March 

2-5 PA Horse World  Exp o – Fa rm Show 

Comp lex www.horseworldexpo.c om 

 

3 JRDA Monthly Meeting  – Ashland  Resc ue 

Squad , 203 Dunc an St. Ashland , VA. 6 

PM, b ring  a  d ish to sha re. 

 

4 or 5 ADC Pleasure Show – Windsor, SC 

http :/ / a ikendrivingc lub .c om  

 

15 Semina r: How to make your Horse a  

Better Equine Citizen. Sp eaker Kendra  

DeKay. Morven Park. 

http :/ / a ikendrivingc lub .c om  

 

18 Morven Park ADT. Leesb urg , VA. Contac t 

Laura  Doyle, 703-777-2890 or 

ldoyle@morvenpark.org   

 

23 Semina r: Ea t This, Not Tha t! Free. Morven 

Park. Ca ll 703-505-2320 for info. 

 

24-26 Virg inia  Horse Festiva l – Meadow Event 

Pa rk www.virg iniahorsefestiva l.c om  

 

24-26 Windsor Trac e CDE. Wind sor, SC 

http :/ / a ikendrivingc lub .c om  

 

April 

8 Toad  Hollow Farm ADT. Charlottesville, 

VA. Contac t Ann Sutherland  434-825-

2023 or toadhollow01@aol.c om  

 

19 Semina r: Eq uine Bugs and  Skin Prob lems: 

Prevention and  Trea tment. Speaker 

Sabrina  Jac obs, DVM.  Free. Morven 

Park. Ca ll 703-505-2320 for info. 

 

 

May 

20 JRDA Classic  ADT. Doswell, VA. Contac t 

Lynn Legg 804-212-6489 or Dap  hne 

Wood-La sser 

Sp ring_Hill_House@yahoo.c om 

 

21 Driving  Clinic  with Lisa  Singer. Doswell, 

VA.  For more info go to: 

www.jamesriverd rivingassoc ia tion.org   

 

 

 

September 2018 

10-23 FEI World  Eq uestrian Ga mes. Tyron 

Interna tiona l Equestrian Center in North 

Carolina . http :/ / tyron.c oth.c om or 

https:/ / inside.fei.org   

 

Driving Lessons: Lessons are available for beginner through Intermediate for 

combined driving, recreational, and pleasure driving. Learn on my experienced 

driving horse or mini, or your own horse. Come to my farm or yours, cost is 

$35 per lesson (additional cost for travel time to your farm). We are located in 

Charles City, VA (20 minutes SE of Richmond Airport). Contact Lynn Legg at 

804-229-9708 or email lmlegg@vcu.edu                                                Ad Exp 4/1 

For Sale: Cart stand made by Randy Silvers, mini or 

pony carriage, not wide enough for full size horse. 

$35 contact Cristi at 804-386-9328 or 

mini.reef@hotmail.com                                 Ad Exp 2/1 

 

 

http://www.horseworldexpo.com/
http://aikendrivingclub.com/
http://aikendrivingclub.com/
mailto:ldoyle@morvenpark.org
http://www.virginiahorsefestival.com/
http://aikendrivingclub.com/
mailto:toadhollow01@aol.com
mailto:Spring_Hill_House@yahoo.com
http://www.jamesriverdrivingassociation.org/
http://tyron.coth.com/
https://inside.fei.org/
mailto:lmlegg@vcu.edu
mailto:mini.reef@hotmail.com
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James River Driving Association  
14008 Blunts Bridge Rd  
Ashland, VA 23005-7221  
  

President: Daphne Wood-Lasser  
804-798-8787 or 804-212-6489 
Spring_Hill_House@yahoo.com   
 
Vice President and Webmaster: Shirley Cauley  
434-242-0550 Weekends & 434-924-0739 Weekdays  
CarriageImportsMarketing@gmail.com  
 
Treasurer: Candy Thomas  
804-837-6642  
Putn2@yahoo.com  
 
Secretary: Lynn Legg  
804-229-9708  
LMLegg@vcu.edu  
 
Newsletter Editor: Cristi Anderson  
804-386-9328  
Mini.Reef@hotmail.com  
 
Website: http://www.jamesriverdrivingassociation.org/   
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/James-River-Driving-Association-134334716616291/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Spring_Hill_House@yahoo.com
mailto:CarriageImportsMarketing@gmail.com
mailto:Putn2@yahoo.com
mailto:LMLegg@vcu.edu
mailto:Mini.Reef@hotmail.com
http://www.jamesriverdrivingassociation.org/
https://www.facebook.com/James-River-Driving-Association-134334716616291/
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