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The Scoop 
Sept 2017______________________________________Volume 30 |Issue 102   

 

President’s Letter 

 
Welcome to Fall!  
 
With all the driving events on tap this season, I hope you are getting some work in 
and preparing your horses to drive and enjoying the cooler weather. 
 
I’m prepping for the clinic with Paula Bliss in 2 weeks – I will be driving my 
Arab/Mini Cross Special Edition aka Spec.  I’m hoping to get more instruction and tips on improving his 
bending.  I have also been working with a natural horsewoman trainer – on Spec’s ground manners and 
improving his patience level when it comes to standing and respecting others space.  A true naughty pony that 
I soon hope to convert. 
 
With less than 2 weeks before the 1st clinic with Paula – our entries are a little on the lax side – so please, 
please get them in so we know whether we can even support the clinic with entries. 
 
I am taking a break from MARD, the Mid-Atlantic Recreational Drive this year because of family obligations but 
will be volunteering at Katydid the following weekend in November.  I am looking forward to hanging with 
Katydid organizer Peggy Dils and learning how the big shows are run so we can see what our show can do 
better and improve over previous years. I think there is room for more volunteers if you might be interested in 
joining Tom and I.  
 
Don’t forget – our next meeting is November 10th where we will have elections for next year’s officers, vote on 
photos for the 2018 calendar and have our usual great potluck meal.  Please let me know if you have 
questions or want to get more involved with the club on one of our committees or as an officer.  The October 
newsletter will provide notification of nominations for next year’s officers so please look for that and plan to 
attend the meeting in November. 
 
Daphne 
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JRDA meeting minutes 

August 5, 2017 

Pocahontas State Park 

 
 Breakfast was served prior to calling the meeting to order. 
 The meeting was called to order at 9:05 by President Daphne Wood-Lasser 
 5 New Members present were introduced at the meeting, (Debb Pyle, Don Madigan, Cathy Booth, Samantha 

Slopey and Elizabeth Slopey) 
 Treasurer’s Reports for the previous 2 meetings were reviewed and approved.  Current balance $5,681.05 
 Minutes from the past meeting were approved as published in the newsletter. 

 

Old Business 

1. Final results from our ADT - Candy reported that we came ahead approximately $300.  It was noted 
that there was no ADS grant funding for this event either. 

2. Update on Driving Rally October 7th – Shirley reported that the registration forms are on the website 
and everything is on schedule 

3. 2018 Winter Seminar – The group by majority show of hands responded that they would like to see the 
Winter Seminar again in early 2018. 

4. 2018 ADT Planning Committee reported that planning for May 19th is underway and if others wish to 
join the committee to contact either Lynn or Daphne. 

5. The Club voted to create and sell club stickers that can be placed on vehicles with the change that they 
would prefer to have the circular one with the James River Driving Association LOGO.  Using JRDA 
might be confusing as when those initials are Googled – you get Junior Roller Derby Association. 
 

New Business 

1. Purchase of materials and construction of 8 hazards to be maintained at MEP- Motion was made to 
allocate $500.00 towards the purchase of materials.  Motion passed by a show of hands.  Karin Sclater 
offered to provide an alternate pattern for hazards to be considered.   

2. Will need volunteers for assembly and transport to MEP for storage unless they are constructed at MEP.  
Several volunteer names were collected. A date later this year to be selected for the workday. 

3. Elections for next year’s officers @ November 10th meeting. Members were asked to contact the 
Nominating Committee (Tom Lasser 804-798-8787) to nominate officers.   Meeting to be held at the 
Ashland Rescue Squad, November 10th. 

4. Club agreed to sell remaining 2017 calendars for $5?  – Contact Shirley Cauley and she will get them to 
you. 

5. Club agreed to creating a 2018 Calendar – Sarah Vogeley has volunteered to handle the printing details 
so send your high quality, high resolution photos to her.   Selections will be voted on from entries 
(either sent to Sarah or brought to the meeting) at our November 10 meeting.  Photos must be of high 
enough quality for printing to work.  If not, they may not be able to be included even if they are 
selected. 

6. Proposal for Quarterly Club meetings (featuring a program/speaker).  It was pointed out that this had 
been voted on at an earlier meeting but was not formally adopted.   It was decided to review the bylaws 
for clarity on exactly what needed to be modified.  Look for further bylaw details in the next newsletter. 
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7. Additionally, with the change to quarterly meetings 
– modifying the newsletter publication to quarterly 
is also to be considered.  The intention of the 
change is to make life easier for the few individuals 
that faithfully carry out the business of the club on 
an ongoing basis.  This includes our officers and 
our newsletter editor who devote time each month 
to preparing for meetings and publishing the 
newsletters. 

8. Paula Bliss clinic update given by Daphne – 
registration is now open and have begun receiving 
entries.  

9. It was suggested to modify clinic offerings when 
open to public that we provide a closing date for 
club members first and then non-members.  No 
action taken at this point. 

10. New member Debb Pyle who has a farm in 
Fluvanna has offered her farm as a potential venue 
for holding pleasure drives or Driving Derbies.  The 
suggestion was well received as it is a more 
western located venue that would be a nice change 
for club members coming from west of Richmond for events.  Daphne will schedule a visit to check out 
the location – possibly a short drive.  Let Daphne know if you are interested in going. 
 

Calendar Review 

September 16/17 Paula Bliss Clinic 

October 7th Driving Rally 

October 12/13 Paula Bliss Clinic 

Nov 10th Quarterly Meeting – Elections and Calendar photo voting and selection 

November TBD - Pleasure Drive – Looking at 2 venue options   Sabine Hall/Brackett 

December 10th- Church Hill Drive - Dot Ruqus is the POC – Hoping for more participation this year for this fun event! 

December – 16th Christmas Party @ Dave and Cheryl Childress’s- Distribution of Calendars/Chinese Gift Exchange 

 Participants were given drive Instructions for the park and a motion was made to adjourn the meeting.   
The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 am. 
 

Minutes submitted by Daphne Wood-Lasser 

23 Members attended the meeting. 
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Member Profile of the Month: September: Mary Phelps, Rapidan, VA, Columbia, KY and Ocala Florida. 

Owner, HorsesDaily.com - Equine Insurance and farm insurance agent with Markel Corp, Glen Allen, VA 

What was your first experience with driving? How were you introduced to it? How long have you been driving?  

Driving has somehow always been in my life from a horse crazy kid living in a non horsey family in suburbia. I still 

remember driving in a girlfriend's pony carriage through the woods in Milton, Mass when I was in Junior High. 

Then I cleaned stalls for a wonderful man, Martin Wifholm who collected and restored carriages. He had a horse 

drawn bookmobile he had found in a barn and we drove it in the bi-centennial parade. In my early 30's I worked 

for 2 winters with Standardbreds in Pompano Park, for Harness Racing Hall of Famer, Billy Haughton. It was 

there I met an old timer Horse photographer and began my career in media and marketing doing images and 

training reports. That led to the insurance business which I have been doing over 30 years. I got my first pony in 

2005. I have had the Gangsters now for 4 years. 

Do you participate, or have you participated, in any other equine disciplines? 

Not as a rider since Pony Club, but have been covering mostly dressage shows since 1980 as a photographer for 
riders and magazines - the idea was it would support owning a horse but then when I finally got one I had no 
time for her. Ironically her name was Candid Camera. It was sometime in the 1980's I covered a driving event at 
Gladstone and I was hooked. Somehow, someday, some way I would do this sport. I am a long time member of 
the IAEJ - The International Alliance of Equestrian Journalists covering major international events such as the 
World Championships, Olympics, and Aachen. What I have learned watching the best of the best in all disciplines 
has helped me as a competitor, something I did not get to do until later in life when I got my ponies. 

Tell us about who you drive, & what you drive! 

I compete now at the FEI Advanced Level in Combined Driving with a Pair of Classic American Shetland ponies. 

Shetland/hackney X. They are 11.2, Al Capony and Bugsy Maloney, "The Flying Gangsters". They are the smallest 

Equine's competing at this level, and usually are among the top 5 in the marathon! I have two more now, Kimba 

a mare who was a rescue and adopted from The Kentucky Horse Park. And now a new addition - Tony da Pony 

who is just coming 5 and learning the ropes. 

Who has had the greatest influence on your involvement with driving? Do you have a driving mentor or someone 
whose expertise you particularly admire? 

It's a long list. I have been very fortunate to have trained with many of the best. I started with Larry Poulin and 

Bill Lower. Joe Yoder got The Gangsters off to a great start when he was at Belle Gray Farm, and was able to 

continue to work with me in Florida the winter of 2015. I have learned a lot from Suzy Stafford, Thorston 

Zarembowicz, and Tracey Morgan. Two years ago I brought 3x World Driving Pony Champion Bram Chardon 

(NED) to the US for the first time as a clinician. At just 22 years old at the time, he was here for 3 weeks and 

drove my ponies to win the Intermediate Championship at The Hermitage Classic in 2015. We have worked 

together since and I have been to their beautiful facility near Delft in Holland. More recently because he was at 

Belle Gray near Middleburg, VA I worked with Marco Freund and made some great progress. Tracey Morgan has 

become a good friend and someone whose advice and guidance I respect and have grown from. She 

understands ponies, is an experienced competitor and a judge. She can be tough- which I need. 
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What is your favorite driving event, & why – cones, marathon, dressage, pleasure driving, other types? What’s your 
favorite place to drive, & why? 

 I love it all but the marathon is a blast! My ponies love to fly, and it's hard to hold them sometimes. When they 

see the red flag at the hazard they know what's next and I just let them go. I also like Phase A in a CDE where we 

get to see places one rarely does. To drive Phase A at the Hermitage along the beautiful black barns with red 

trim, and to be greeted by thoroughbred weanlings in one field, yearlings in the next and broodmares with foals, 

was such a special experience. I love driving the most on my farm in Kentucky. We are always improving the 

trails, my arena, and keep a path mowed and maintained around the exterior of the five separate fields. The hills 

help build them up quickly and we arrive in Florida very buff for the winter season. My time in Virginia has been 

a real treat and I wish I could have done more Picnic Drives with the clubs. 

What’s the funniest thing that has happened to you while driving? Or with horses, for that matter? 

 My first Live Oak the ponies were sharing a stall. While they were getting braided they escaped and took a 
grand tour of about 100 acres 1 hour before my dressage. I took the ATV far out into a huge field, and they just 
stood there, a little surprised at themselves and happy to have me come "rescue" them. It wasn't so funny at the 
time, but it's a great story. Jeannie Abbot was navigating for me when we were at Little Everglades. After about 
the third obstacle we kicked into gear and she was blown away by how fast the ponies were going. 
Unfortunately we can't show the GoPro video, she was quite expressive :) I have another great navigator, David 
Getz (when I can get him) He does it all, is a vet tech, trainer with hot shot ponies himself, and has the best 
whistle. And then there is my husband Wayne Humphreys. He has a great sense of direction and memory. It's 
because of Wayne and his support and love for the sport and ponies we got as far as we did. Thank you Wayne! 

What advice do you have for others who are considering joining this discipline? 

Invest in good training and focus. And don't be overwhelmed. The first big event I did with Joe Yoder I was so 

excited and talking away as I was walking the obstacles. I walked them a hundred times, but when we got out 

there to hazard 1, I was like "Where's A?" But it does get easier. I can remember every route I took in my last 

event as I go over it in my head now. And I am doing A-F! It's way more fun than crossword puzzles for memory 

skills. Another word of advice, if it is possible do pairs. It's a wonderful challenge and we need more pony pairs 

in our sport. Think of it this way, 2 ponies = 1 horse! 

What’s your happiest driving experience/ memory so far? 

Every time I drive my ponies I am happy, even when it's not going perfectly. But finishing Live Oak at Advanced 

this year with a clean and fast marathon has so far been my proudest moment. I qualified for the 2017 FEI Pony 

Driving Championships at that event, but decided not to go this time. We still are just beginning to get the hang 

of it. Nothing ever goes perfectly in Combined Driving, just like in life, so you have to be proud of the parts that 

go well. 

Where would you like to drive, that you haven’t yet?  

Europe. I am hoping next summer to bring the ponies, or maybe lease a pair in the Netherlands and live, train 

and compete under the guidance of the Chardon's. 

What else is on your personal horsey “bucket list”? 
 
Great question! Now that I have 4 ponies, I am hoping this winter to put them all together in a four in hand and 
enjoy the view.  
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Paula Bliss Driving Clinics 
Saturday, September 16th rain date 17th  

& 
Saturday, October 14th rain date 15th  

$50/Lesson 
To be held at Carriage Grove Farm – home of Dot and Lou Ruqus. 

1545 Dogtown Rd, Goochland, VA 

Send check made out to JRDA with form below to reserve your spot(s) to: 

Daphne Wood-Lasser 

14008 Blunts Bridge Rd 

Ashland, VA  23005 

For  more information text or call Daphne @ 804-212-6489 Limited spaces, first come first serve. 

 

Paula Bliss is a lifelong horsewoman and competition carriage driver. Harlequin Farm is her training and boarding 

facility in Northern Virginia with an active roster of students that range from beginners to the more experienced 

competitive athlete. Her training shares her love of driving, and shows how to build a happy partnership between 

horse and driver, focusing on confidence, safety and communication. 

Driver Name ____________________________________   Check if under 18   

Horse Name:   ___________________________________   Breed:  _________________ 

Address _________________________________________________________________ 

Phone # _______________________ Email address: ___________________________________ 

Please Check one or both:    September clinic   October Clinic  

Preferred Drive time:     Early            Mid-Day          Afternoon 

You will receive an email confirming of your registration and drive time. 

Parent Signature if under 18:  ___________________________________________  

Coggins required to be shown and Liability form signed upon arrival. Please send 

registrations no later than 10 days before the clinic dates.  
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JRDA Best Turnout Photo Contest!  

Sarah Vogeley will onc e aga in be 

c oord ina ting  the c a lendar p roduc tion 

for the JRDA this year. The winning 

photos will be inc luded  in the 2018 

JRDA Club  Ca lendar.  

Your photos should  be:  

 Orig ina l High Resolution .jpg images 

o Minimum 1600x1200 p ixels 

(2MP) 

 Inc lude your name and  horses name 

Bring  c op ies of your photos to be 

posted  and  selec ted  during  the 

meeting  in November or send  your photos to Sarah Vogeley p rior to our Nov 

meeting  to : newforestfa rm@ic loud .c om   

Make sure to put this meeting  on your c a lendar, we will a lso be voting on new 

offic ers! 

Nomina tions for new c lub  offic ers a re needed ! If you have an interest in serving  

as an offic er, p lease submit your interest to Tom Lasser a t 804-798-8787  

mailto:newforestfarm@icloud.com
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THE JAMES RIVER DRIVING ASSOCIATION 
2018 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 

                           (Membership runs from November to November) 

 
 

 
Name:      ____________________________________________ 

Address:  ____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________ 

Phone: Home: ______________ Cell (    ) ________________ Work: (       ) _____________ 

Email address:  ___________________________________________________________  

Membership:  New ___  Renewal ___ Check the appropriate box below 

    $15.00 per family/household when receiving the monthly newsletter via internet/email 

     $25.00 per family/household;   I do not have email, please send newsletter via US Postal Mail  

Are you currently driving a horse/pony or do you have one in training?  Yes ___ No ___  

Would you like to be included on a list offering your assistance as: groom, navigator, etc.?  Yes_____ No____ 

 

Please list below the following information about the horse(s) / pony (ies) you are driving or riding at club functions. (This information 

helps in identifying pictures)  

 

Name Sex Age Breed Color 

     

     

  
List below the vehicle(s) which you own, indicate modern, restored, new or original condition:  

_______________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________  

 

Are you currently a member of the American Driving Society? Yes ___ No ___  

Are you currently a member of the Carriage Association of America? Yes ___ No ___  

May we list your address on our membership list?  Yes____ No_____ 

 

Make checks payable to: James River Driving Association (JRDA).  

Mail to:   Candy Thomas, Treasurer JRDA  

  17482 James River Dr 

  Disputanta, VA 23842 
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Calendar of Events & Notices 

Classifieds 

FOR SALE OR LEASE: I am thinning out my herd and will sell or lease 2 of the following horses. Indy – Bay 

Appaloosa/Arabian mare, 16 yrs old, 14.1 ½ hh. She drives single and pair, loves to do cones and has high scores in 

dressage. Also trail rides.  Jenny – purebred Arabian mare, 8 yrs old, 14.1 hh. She rides and drives single and also in a 

pair. Kenny – Quarter Horse, 20 months old, should mature about 15+ hh. Contact Dotruq@outlook.com or call 804-556-

4486. Ad Exp 11/1 

 
 

Date Event Location 

9-10 Sept 
Brandywine Valley Driving Club -  Carriage Driving Show and Combined 
Test – Glen Willow Horse Grounds, Avondale, VA.   
 

Local & Regional 

16 Sept 

Paula Bliss Driving Clinic – Rain date Sept 17th. Carriage Grove Farm, 
Goochland, VA. Contact Daphne Wood-Lasser at 804-212-6489. Limited 
spaces available.  
 

JRDA Sponsored 

28 Sept – 1 Oct 
NSL & M 7th Annual Polo Classic – Great Meadow, The Plains, VA. Team 
USA will take on the British Military Team for Founders Cup. 
 

Local & Regional 

7 Oct 

JRDA Fall 2017 Driving Rally –Location: Carriage Grove Farm, Goochland, 
VA. Contact Shirley Cauley for more information. 
carriageimportsmarketing@gmail.com  
 

JRDA Sponsored 

10-16 Oct 
ADS Annual Members Meeting at the National Drive. Kentucky Horse Park 
 

National/Int’l 

14 Oct 

Paula Bliss Driving Clinic – Rain date Oct 15th. Carriage Grove Farm, 
Goochland, VA. Contact Daphne Wood-Lasser at 804-212-6489. Limited 
spaces available. 
 

JRDA Sponsored 

20 – 21 Oct 
Martins Carriage Auction – Lebanon Fairgrounds, PA – 
www.martinauctioneers.com or 717-354-6671 
 

Local & Regional 

26-29 Oct 
MARD – Mid Atlantic Drive. Fairhill, MD 
 

Local & Regional 

10 Nov 
JRDA Club Meeting and Officer Elections – Ashland Volunteer Rescue 
Squad. Voting on new club officers and calendar photos. 
 

JRDA Sponsored 

16 Dec 
JRDA Annual Christmas Party: More info to come! 
 

JRDA Sponsored 

2018 Sept 
FEI World Equestrian Games. Tyron International Equestrian Center in 
North Carolina. http://tyron.coth.com or https://inside.fei.org  
 

National/Int’l 

   

mailto:Dotruq@outlook.com
mailto:carriageimportsmarketing@gmail.com
http://www.martinauctioneers.com/
http://tyron.coth.com/
https://inside.fei.org/
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James River Driving Association  
14008 Blunts Bridge Rd  
Ashland, VA 23005-7221  
  

President: Daphne Wood-Lasser  
804-798-8787 or 804-212-6489 
Spring_Hill_House@yahoo.com   
 
Vice President and Webmaster: Shirley Cauley  
434-242-0550 Weekends & 434-924-0739 Weekdays  
CarriageImportsMarketing@gmail.com  
 
Treasurer: Candy Thomas  
804-837-6642  
Putn2@yahoo.com  
 
Secretary: Lynn Legg  
804-229-9708  
LMLegg@vcu.edu  
 
Newsletter Editor: Cristi Anderson  
804-386-9328  
Mini.Reef@hotmail.com  
JRDANewsletter@hotmail.com 
 
 
Website: http://www.jamesriverdrivingassociation.org/   
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/James-River-Driving-Association-134334716616291/   

 

  

Cones Rally Volunteers Needed! 

Volunteers are needed to organize the Cones 

Rally tentatively planned for this October at 

Carriage Grove Farm in Goochland, VA. If you 

are interested please contact Shirley Cauley. 

Carriageimportsmarketing@gmail.com    

Winter Seminar Volunteers Needed! 

If you enjoyed the Winter Seminar in the 

past and would like to have input or assist 

with a new one in 2018, please contact 

Lynn Legg or Daphne Wood-Lasser. 

mailto:Spring_Hill_House@yahoo.com
mailto:CarriageImportsMarketing@gmail.com
mailto:Putn2@yahoo.com
mailto:LMLegg@vcu.edu
mailto:Mini.Reef@hotmail.com
mailto:JRDANewsletter@hotmail.com
http://www.jamesriverdrivingassociation.org/
https://www.facebook.com/James-River-Driving-Association-134334716616291/
mailto:Carriageimportsmarketing@gmail.com
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